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Spring has sprung! The days are getting longer and warmer, and spring is officially here. Especially in Minnesota, and especially after a winter like this one, the hope of warmth and light and green things and new life
brings joy to my heart.
We all want new life, sometimes a whole new life. In the short story “The Secret Life of Walter Mitty” by
James Thurber, made into a 2013 movie starring Ben Stiller, hen-pecked husband Walter escapes from his
humdrum life into exciting daydreams. Books and movies about people who win the lottery or time travel or
switch bodies are popular as we imagine what it would be like to completely change our lives overnight.
Our son is going through a major health challenge right now, and another son went through an even more
major health challenge eight years ago. Spending weeks or months in the hospital is not how anyone anticipates spending their time when their kids are grown, and it’s much worse for young men in their twenties.
It’s tempting to escape into daydreams about a new life.
At the same time, our daughter just had a baby girl and another daughter is due any day with another baby
girl. The joy of welcoming new lives into the world is hard to beat! I wouldn’t want to escape the troubles of
my life - whether by daydreaming or reading or watching TV or gaming - and miss the thrills of my life.
And that’s how life goes - our individual lives, the lives of our communities and the life of the world - spring,
summer, fall, winter. Joy, trouble, excitement, boredom. What season of life are you in? If you’re like me, at
times you’re in all the seasons at once.
The Bible book of Ecclesiastes has a lot to say about the seasons of life and the seeming hopelessness of life
at times. In the second verse the writer observes, “Vanity of vanities, all is vanity.” In other words, everything
is meaningless. Ecc. 3:1 declares, “To everything there is a season, and a time for every purpose under heaven.” Whether birth or death, sowing or reaping, mourning or dancing, it’s all in there. And after 12 chapters
of observations about the inevitability of trouble and how fleeting the good times are, the writer gives “the
conclusion of the whole matter: Fear God and keep His commandments, for this is man’s all.”
Ecclesiastes is a good book for Lent, as we remember our mortality, our sinfulness, our failures and Jesus’
death on the Cross. But Spring also brings Easter, and we remember Jesus’ resurrection and His promise of
new life. Paul writes, “If for this life only we have hoped in Christ, we are of all people most to be pitied. But
in fact Christ has been raised from the dead…and we will be changed.” (1 Cor. 15:19, 20, 51) That miraculous
new life will actually be ours one day and “He will wipe every tear from their eyes.” (Rev. 21:4)
As we walk through joy, trouble, excitement and boredom, let us remember that Christ is the Lord of all our
seasons, that He walks with us always, and that a new and changed and glorious life is coming to each of us.
Amen.
Kari Stadem
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Svea Evangelical Lutheran Church
Council Minutes: 3/17/22
Reported by: Kristi Gatewood
Present: Josh Larson, Christy Swanson, Lois Nelson, Kristi Gatewood, Tucker Swanson, Jake Vlaminck,
Pastor Naomi Mahler.
Absent: Carter Christopher, Louise Swenson, Dianne Johnson
Pastor Ingrid presented the pastors report.
• Discussed Lenten/Easter services. Please feel free to attend services at Calvary if you are unable to
make it to Svea services.

• May 15th will be the last day of Sunday school and there will be a teacher recognition during the
morning service.
•

Pastor Ingrid’s new office hour will be Thursdays from 10am to 2 pm for now.

• Naomi offered some insight on the mission of the Lakeland Conference. The conference is suggesting that churches focus funds directly to the conference missions (Green Lake Camp, Campus Ministry, ect.), rather than putting money to the conference and it then being distributed.
Continuing business.
• The council suggests an increase in custodial pay. $50 increase to cover mileage the great service
that Svea has been receiving.
• Council discussed getting the council president (Josh Larson) a key to the church. The council approved that Josh should have a key to the church.
• The council discussed the status of the parsonage. The parsonage will continue to be checked from
time to time to keep up maintenance.
• We will look to have a spring cleaning day in April/May to clean up the park, church landscaping,
and indoor cleaning. More details to come.

• Lois Nelson was suggested a book to read “The Autopsy of a Deceased Church”. She will look into it
more. Maybe a possible council or book club read.
•

A friends in faith activity will be held after services on Palm Sunday.

Meeting adjourned.
Join us for Easter Services
April 10 - 10:15 A.M. - Palm Sunday
April 14 - 7:00 P.M. - Maundy Thursday service
April 15 - Noon Good Friday service
April 17 - 8:00-10:15 A.M. - Pancake breakfast
10:30 A.M. - Easter service
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Pastor David Severtson

This month we
are featuring
Pastor David
Severtson. He
is one of the
four ministers
from Calvary
that Svea does
cooperative
ministry with
Svea.

Pastor David Severtson
I grew up in Clear Lake, Iowa with my parents and two brothers. In case, you’re wondering, I’m the middle
child! Our family enjoyed summer vacations traveling around the country, camping in a tent. Travel and
camping are two things my wife, Mandy, and I continue to enjoy with our three girls: Julia (16), Lauren
(13), and Anna (11). We also enjoy playing games, making music, and reading. Mandy teaches 5 th to 12th
grade classroom and vocal music for the New London-Spicer Schools.
I’ve served at Calvary for the past 5.5 years, beginning as the music director, then transitioning to pastoral
ministry. I have undergraduate and graduate degrees in music performance from Luther College in Decorah, Iowa, the University of Cincinnati, and the University of Minnesota.
After teaching at several colleges and universities, I responded to a call to ministry by becoming a music
director at Peace Lutheran in New London, MN. Then, in 2015 I began a Master of Divinity degree at Luther Seminary, graduating in 2020.
My favorite part of ministry is meeting people and hearing their stories. It’s a great privilege to be a part
of your lives!
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APRIL WORSHIP ASSISTANTS
Communion will be the first and second Sundays of each month.
Contemporary Service Kari Stadem, Accompanist
Traditional Service Megan Gilles, Organist
VISUAL ARTS: Kristi Gatewood and Stacey Vlaminck
USHERS: Carter Christopher and Pete Swenson
COMMUNION ASSISTANT: Louise Swenson
ASSISTANT MINISTER
LECTORS
April 3
Jordan Gatewood
Sherman Schueler
April 10
Karen Schueler
Arianna Gilles
April 17
Gene Gatewood
Lois Nelson
April 24
Holli Hopp
Louise Swenson

April 3
April 10
April 17
April 24

April 3
April 10
April 17
April 24

Screen
Brian Gorans

Sound
Kim Gorans & Ben Johnson
Scott Johnson & Ben Johnson
Jake Vlaminck & Ben Johnson
Brian Gorans & Ben Johnson

Scott Johnson

Pastors for April
Pr. Dean Johnson
Pr. David Severtson
Pr. Dean Johnson
Pr. Ingrid Skilbred

Tellers
4
5
6
1

Office hours:
Monday 10:00 a.m.—3:00 p.m.
Thursday 10:00 a.m.—12:00 p.m. ((Hours vary on Thursdays)
Pastor Ingrid’s office hours:
Thursday 10:00 a.m.—2:00 p.m.

Dear Svea,
Thank you again for all the support you’ve
given me since my accident, including the
fundraisers that you did years ago. I used
a good chunk of the money to buy a piece
of equipment back then, and now I used
the remainder of the money to put a
down payment on a home in Willmar.
Thank you again, and God bless you all.
Joel Stadem

Thank you to all who provided soup for
our Lenten Services; Louise, Holli, Kari, Deb,
Carolyn, Shelly & Gene, Terry & Delph and
Karen.
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SCHEDULED WORSHIP SERVICES AT SVEA

March 2—April 17, 2022
Date

Week Svea

Ash Wednesday March 2 Noon

Theme

P. Ingrid Perfectionism is impossible.

Scripture
Matthew 6:1-6, 1621

Transformation isn't
Sunday March 6

1

P. David Ordinary Lives Can Be Holy

Luke 4:1-13

Wednesday March 9 Noon

1

P. David

Luke 4:1-13

Sunday March 13

2

P. Naomi So Much is Out of Our Control

Luke 13:31-35

Wednesday March 16 Noon

2

P. Naomi

Luke 13:31-35

Sunday March 20

3

P. Ingrid Lots of things can be medicine

Luke 13:1-9

Wednesday March 23 Noon

3

P. Dean

Luke 13:1-9

Sunday March 27

4

P. Ingrid We Often Believe We Are The Problem

Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32

Wednesday March 30 Noon

4

P. David

Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32

Sunday April 3

5

P. Dean

Wednesday April 6 Noon

5

P. Naomi

John 12:1-8

Palm Sunday April 10

P. David You Are a Group Project

Luke 19:28-40

Maundy Thursday April 14 7 pm

P. Ingrid We Are Blessed Regardless

John 13:1-17, 31b-35

Good Friday April 15 Noon

TBD

John 18:1-19;42

We Are Fragile

Even Today, God is Here

John 12:1-8

and Somehow That is Good Enough
Easter April 17 10:30 am

P. Dean

A Good Enough Faith

John 20:1-18

Svea will be having midweek Lenten services at noon with a soup luncheon after services.
If it works better for you to attend an evening Lenten service, Svea members are welcomed to attend
Calvary's services starting at 6:15 p.m. Listed below is Calvary’s schedule:

•

Calvary will only have a 6:15 pm Wednesday Lenten Service.

•

On Maundy Thursday Calvary will have a 6:15 pm service where their students will
receive First Communion.

•

Good Friday they will just have 7:30 pm service

•

Easter Sunday will be 8 am and 9:30 am.

Calvary will be having their Wednesday meal start at 5:30pm and worship will start at 6:15 pm.
The meals are catered by McKale's and they are free-will offering.
Here are the menus:
March 30- Sausage Marinara with Penne Pasta & Caesar Salad and Toast
April 6- Tatortot Hotdish with Creamy Fruit Salad & Roll
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AN EASTER ARTICLE

This Lenten season we have been taking a look, in a sense, of how to grow where we are planted. We have tried to learn how to be content with being good enough just as we are, and trust
that God is in control even when our imperfect lives feel out of control.
And soon we will be moving on to Holy Week and Easter. The Gospel writer, John, tells the story
of Mary Magdalene showing up that first Easter morning in the garden at the tomb where Jesus
was buried. To her astonishment and distress, she finds the tomb empty and when she finally
sees Jesus she mistakes him for the gardener.
Maybe this is an important metaphor for us. After all, gardeners know about hope. They know
about the kind of hope it takes to bury a seed in the dark ground and trust that something will
come from it. Some seeds need to be exposed to some sort of hardship in order to sprout and
grow. This hardship might be fire or flood, freezing or scarring - just like hard moments in our
lives. But the gardener knows that new life can be born out of the darkness.
Kate Bowler and Jessica Richie write, “Maybe this is what it means to be an Easter person – to
see Christ and think, Gardener, not as a mistaken identity but a prophetic one. The seed in the
ground, the body in the tomb- this is a picture of defiant hope.”
And so, come celebrate this Holy Week and Easter. Live in this hope and be an Easter person.
Life can be hard and it feels like the earth is shifting under our feet, but Christ died, was buried
and rose again to give us new life. At this most holy time we gather to remember that even in
the midst of our imperfect lives, our challenges and hardships we can have hope because of
what Christ did for us.
Pastor Naomi Mahler
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SVEA WORSHIP SERVICES

Special music from Arianna, Zoe and Megan

Pastor Dean baptizing new members
Stella and Thea.

Pastor Naomi giving a children’s sermon.

Installation of Church Council members

Praise Team
7

Thank you so very much to all who have contributed money or food during the March Kandiyohi County Food Shelf Drive!

Your donations are so important to people in our immediate area who struggle to feed their families

2022 Lenten Personal Care Kit Collection Drive
Donate items for Lutheran World Relief Personal Care Kits to help people in need.
We are into the last few weeks of our Lenten collection drive. It is so heartening to watch the donations pile up at the
collection spot in the narthex. Please bring all your donations of either care kit items or money to church by Psalm Sunday, April 10th.
Each kit contains:
1 light weight bath towel (dark colors are best- Maximum size 52” x 27”)

2 bars of soap (any brand 4 to 5 oz. in original wrapping)
1 sturdy comb
1 metal nail clipper (either with or without a nail file)
1 adult size toothbrush (in original packaging) .
Each week during Lent, we have been focusing on collecting one of the kit items, but any or all items are welcome any
time. Please bring your donation to worship and place it at the donation spot in the narthex.
March 6th – soap
March 13th – light weight towels (maximum size 52” x 27”) dark colors are best
March 20th – toothbrushes

March 27th – sturdy comb
April 3rd - metal nail clipper
April 10th (Palm Sunday) - soap
It costs approximately $9.50 to purchase the items for each kit, plus $2.65 per kit to ship and to add the toothpaste at
the destination site.
The kits will be assembled in May. The exact date is not yet verified.
If you have any questions, please contact Karen Schueler at 320-894-4566 or by email at shkaschu@gmail.com.

If you would like to contribute a plant to Easter Sunday’s garden, please let the office know
by April 13th. Thank you!
Your name:_________________________________________________________________
Lily or other flower (please indicate which)
____________________________________________
In Memory of:
___________________________________________________________________
In Honor of:
_____________________________________________________________________
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FRIENDS IN FAITH EVENT
APRIL 10TH
Friends in Faith will meet on Palm Sunday after
Worship Service.
Together we will make Benjamins Box and go on
his journey from Palm Sunday to Easter Sunday. There will be a light lunch right after worship service.
All are welcome to come, join us in a meal, and
hear the story of Benjamins Box and his Journey.
Happy Spring and see you on Palm Sunday, April
10.

Svea Evangelical Lutheran Church Congregational Conversation
Part 2 of 2
Thank you to everyone who participated in the March 20th Congregational Conversation! Pastor Ingrid has
collected all of the notes and stories from the event and will be putting them into a report for the Svea
Church Council.
On Sunday May 1st, during coffee fellowship, Pastor Naomi and Pastor Ingrid will be inviting small group
conversation around the final 3 questions.
4. What have been the most important spiritual experiences, lessons in belief, or steps of faith that have
occurred for you because of the ministry through Svea Lutheran Church?
Describe what and how they happened. What was most helpful?
5. What are the essential, central characteristics or ways of life that make the ministries of Svea Lutheran
Church unique? What is most important about the community of Svea Lutheran?
6. Make three wishes for the future of Svea Lutheran Church.

Your answers to these questions will help the leadership of Svea to understand Svea’ ministry and develop
an imagination for what Svea’s future could hold. All members are encouraged to participate!!
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A BRIDAL SHOWER

BRIDAL SHOWER

for Megan Andresen, bride to be of Daniel
Stadem, will be held April 22, 7:00 pm
Svea Fellowship Hall.

Please Join us to celebrate the bride to be
KAYLEE VLAMINCK
Saturday, April 9th at 12:00 PM
J
A
Y

K
A
Y
L
E
E

M
A
R
C
U
S

THE WINE BERRY BARN
4330 120th Ave SE Lake Lillian, MN 56253
RSVP: Sadie 320.905.2547
For registry www.theknot.comjayleemarcus

Everyone is welcome
Congratulations Daniel and Megan!

EASTER PANCAKE BREAKFAST
April 17, 2022
SERVING 8:00 AM-10:15 AM
Pancakes
Sausages

Milk
Juice
Coffee

FREE WILL OFFERING

All proceeds go to the Church softball league.
Thanks to Gorans Brothers for providing the sausages.
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Mathew helped with serving the
Valentine's meal at Calvary on
February 14.

S VEA L UTHERAN C HURCH C ALENDAR

APRIL 2022
Sun

3

Mon

4

Tue

Wed

Thu

1

2

5

6

7

1:00 pm
Quilting

Bible Study at
Delphie’s
8:00 pm SFE

6:30 am
12:00 pm
Lenten services/ LMM
1:30 pm Ladies
soup

9:00 am Sunday
School
10:15 am Praise
Worship
Communion
10
9:00 am Sunday
School
10:15 am ELW
Worship
Communion
Friends in Faith

11

12

13

14

17
8:00-10:15 Easter
pancake breakfast
9:00 am Sunday
School
10:30 am Easter
ELW Worship

18

19

20

21

24
9:00 am Sunday
School
10:15 am ELW
Worship

25

6:00 pm
Confirmation

Reminder
articles due

Sat

1

2

8

9
12:00 pm
Shower for
Kaylee
Vlaminck

15
16
1:00 pm
6:30 am
Good FriQuilting
LMM
day Service
12:00 pm @
7:30 pm
7:00 pm
Svea
Church Council Maundy Thurs- 7:30 pm @
day service
Calvary
1:00 pm
Quilting

26

Fri

27
1:00 pm
Quilting
6:00 pm
Confirmation
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6:30 am
LMM

22

23

29

30

Reminder
articles due
28

REMIINDER
APRIL 2022
SVEA LUTHERAN CHURCH
12651 15TH ST SE
SVEA MN 56216

1.

Kim Gorans

2.

Tracy Swenson
Bryson James Moran

15. Joshua Larson
Kristi Schwickerath
16. Sarah Stadem

Tanner Chambers

Kylie Moran

4.

Camilla Erickson

June Berg

5.

Zayna Eischens

19. Abby Moran

6.

Marcy Dahl

20. Dustin Moran

8.

Lyn Hallberg

Valor Gorans

10. Holli Hopp
11. Marlene Erickson
Chelsey Thompson
12. Mary Hinther

Madison Bowen
22. Dale Tonsfeldt
23.

Blake Lindblad

24. Tracy Gorans

Jason Lindblad

Kyiah Oslund

Austin Kowalczyk

25. Michael Pederson

Kimberly Gravley

26. Robert C. Johnson

13. Michael Lindblad

28. Hubert Fixsen

14. David Garberich

Abraham Jacobson
Brantley D. Thorson
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