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Unity and Diversity – Welcome to the Club  

Jesus: “I ask…on behalf of those who will believe in me…that they may all be one. As you, Father, are in me and I am in you, 

may they also be in us, so that the world may believe that you have sent me.” John 17:20-21  

“Welcome to the club!”  Or, “Welcome to my world!”  This usually sarcastic saying lets a complainer know that he 

or she is not alone. I think we’ve all said something like it to our children when they start feeling the weight of adulthood.  

Svea Church has been having a rough time lately with the unity that Jesus prayed for. Quite a few of us are angry or 

disappointed with others of us, and vice versa. Reconciliation and the kind of cooperation we had in the past seem out of 

reach.  

Welcome to the club! In almost every letter Paul wrote to the churches he started, he had something to say about 

conflicts within them (Rom. 12:16-19, 14:1-15:6, 16:17-18; 1 Cor. 1:10-17, 3:1-4, 6:1-8, 11:17-22; 2 Cor. 7:8-12, 12:20-21; 

Gal. 2:14-21; Eph. 4:25-32, Eph. 6:4, 9; Phil. 4:2-3; Col. 3:8-14; 1 Tim. 6:20-21; 2 Tim. 2:14-18, 23-25; Titus 3:9-11). For all the 

centuries it has been in existence, the Church has had quarrels and arguments and disagreements, sometimes violent. Our 

own Lutheran tradition came about because neither Martin Luther nor Pope Leo X would give up their understanding of the 

truth in order to live together in peace. And there are over 40 Lutheran denominations just in North America right now, as 

some groups have split up and other groups have come together over different understandings of what Jesus means by vari-

ous things He said.  

My dad, Palmer Norling, had a good friend in Don Chambers when they were both members at Svea. They disa-

greed vehemently about politics and regularly got into arguments about the best practices of government. And then they 

would go dancing with their wives every Friday night, and our two families gathered with another family almost every Me-

morial Day and Labor Day for a fun party. How could this be?  

This week I’ve watched three softball games, including Svea’s. On each team, the members are very different in 

their lives, work, families, religion and politics. Yet they come together for a common purpose: to work toward winning and 

to have fun. They use some of Jesus’ and Paul’s advice on encouraging one another, forgiving one another and putting peo-

ple above things. It’s a beautiful thing!  

Can we, as Svea Lutheran Church, come together for the things that are core to our mission? We all work with peo-

ple who don’t share our faith on all kinds of projects. Can we work with people who do share our faith on spreading the love 

of God and the teachings of Jesus?  

A few things that might help us:  

“What do you mean by that?” Clarifying what people really mean instead of assuming  

“I could be wrong.” We don’t know as much as we think we know  

“I can’t make you do anything.” Accepting where others are at  

“I believe your motives are good.” Giving the benefit of the doubt  

 “Welcome to the club!” Not in a sarcastic way, but sincerely – we’re all made part of the club by Jesus’ life, death 

and resurrection, not by our own superiority of thought, word or deed. God has given us new life and brought us together 

for His own purposes. Welcome to the club!  

In Christ, Kari Stadem 
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Svea Evangelical Lutheran Church  

Council Minutes – July 14, 2021 

Present: Josh Larson, President, Louise Swenson, Secretary, Kristi Gatewood, Linda Roelofs, 

 Brian Gorans, Lois Nelson, Dianne Johnson   Guest: Kari Stadem 

Absent: John Christianson, Jacob Flannigan 

 

Devotions was a prayer led by Lois Nelson. 

June 15, 2021 Council Minutes approved. 

The family of Opal Fixsen will hold a Celebration of Life for Opal Fixsen on August 1, 2021. 

Committee Reports: 

1.  Finance, Stewardship and Estate. Report in Reminder. Kristi Gatewood reviewed the June report with Council.  

2.  Property. Minutes in Reminder. Louise Swenson reported on several issues that are all being addressed by 

members of the committee. 

3.  Worship and Music. Minutes in Reminder. Council and Kari had a fruitful discussion about how former and new 

members could be encouraged to return to active worship. Visits by Council was discussed at length on how this 

can be carried out. Additionally, discussion on how Svea is transitioning into all matters of church life from the 

Pandemic interruptions. 

No reports from Youth, Parish Education 

Worship changes:  

10:15AM to accommodate pulpit supply. 

Ushers will serve as greeters while giving out bulletins. 

Offering will remain at the entrance of the Sanctuary. An usher will bring the offering to the alter during spe-

cial music. An usher will invite members to communion.  

Intinction Communion for the time being. Recommend Communion: August 1st, 15th, 29th thereafter  the 1st 

and 2nd Sunday of every month plus all festivals throughout the year. 

 

4.  Global Missions. Karen Schueler requests help in assembling the “health kits”. She would appreciate this done 

early August so the “kits” and “quilts” are delivered together. Friends in Faith will be called together for this wor-

thy effort. 

5. Library: A meeting is planned for on-going support of the library. 

Council members reviewed a copy of the three-year contract that St. John’s Raymond has with Vinji Lutheran 

Willmar. This contract was carefully reviewed with valuable input formalizing a contract favorable to Svea Luther-

an’s needs. The Council unanimously supported a short-term contract until January 1, 2022. This will be discussed 

with Calvary Lutheran Willmar.  After that time, a longer-term contract may be considered.  The interview com-

mittee will contact Calvary Council for a meeting that will include members of Svea Council. 

Motion made to close the meeting followed by the Lord’s Prayer. 
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Worship & Music Report  

July 6, 8 pm  

Updates: Organ was tuned June 17, piano was tuned by Dennis B. Recommended to SFE to sign a contract 

with Rob Bergford to tune organ twice a year. Brian Gorans and Scott Johnson continue to work on tech 

stuff; our camera software got corrupted and there have been other issues.  

Lines of communication are improving for worship services. Upcoming worship leaders: July 18 – Pastor 

Dean Johnson; July 25 – Pastor Bob Dahl; August 8 – Kari Stadem will give the message. Calvary pastors 

were wondering if we had communion every week.  We will have communion every week in July. Council 

will discuss asking Calvary to provide interim needs. Services are at 10:15 for July to accommodate travel for 

the pastors. The bell rang at 10 on July 4. Jake V changed the bell-ringing time; it didn’t ring at all on Sun., 

July 11.  

Josh Larson agreed to make sure doors are unlocked and air conditioner is working for Sunday services.  

Approved a plan for Louise Swenson to recycle old hymnals, keeping just a few for archival purposes.  

Kari will investigate a bluegrass liturgy which is guitars only. She will also investigate the three licenses we 

have to see if we need to keep all three.  

Discussed interim work that needs to happen, and whether it can be done without a pastor. Council has re-

sponsibility for that.  

Next meeting August 3, 8 pm.  

Respectfully submitted,  

Kari Stadem, Chair  

 
Property Committee Minutes July 11, 2021 
 
1. Talked about the parsonage. It was decided that most things could wait to be done at a later time. Jor-
dan will work on cleaning the rain gutters and before winter the deck should be removed because it is in 
very bad shape. 
2. The consensus was to have Jeremy mow the parsonage. Terry will talk to Josh about Levi helping. Terry 
will talk to the lawn service about spraying weeds at the same time as the cemetery. 
3. Jordan is going to talk to Matt about getting A/C. Manuals. 
4. Discussed air conditioning Jordan and Doug will see if they can get the thermostat set to work right. 
5. Shower tabled until a need for it. 
6. Mike will talk to the electrician to fix choir loft switch, add lights in the organ loft room, and get esti-
mates for LED lights in the fellowship hall  
7. Dan and Louise will get sets of keys together one in the utility room, Jordan, Mike, Dan and the office. 
8. Doug will talk to Matt about several plumbing issues to find out if they can do them or do we have to 
find someone else. 
 
Gene 
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AUGUST WORSHIP ASSISTANTS 

PULPIT SUPPLY:  The schedule of participating persons may vary from week to week depending on the in-
dividual’s availability. Communion may vary from Sunday to Sunday dependent on availability of a Ros-
tered Pastor. 

Contemporary Service  Kari Stadem, accompanist  

Traditional Service  Megan Gilles, Organist 

VISUAL ARTS:  Trudy Gorans and Christy Swanson 

USHERS: Lyle Portinga and Dan Swenson 

 

   ASSISTANT MINISTER    LECTOR 

August 1  Louise Swenson    Sherman Schueler    

August 8  Jordan Gatewood    John Christianson   

August 15  Karen Schueler    Arianna Gilles                 

August 22  Gene Gatewood    Doug Johnson 

August 29  Holli Hopp     Lois Nelson 

 

       Screen     Sound            TELLERS 

August 1       Brian Gorans      2 

August 8  Jake Vlaminck    Stacey Vlaminck   3 

August 15       Brian Gorans    4 

August 22  Scott Johnson    Kim Gorans    5 

August 29       Jake Vlaminck    6 

Pastor Dean Johnson, just one of Svea’s supply 
pastors for July, presides over church services. 

 

Usual Church Office Hours 

Monday 10:00 a.m.—3:00 p.m. 

Thursday 10:00 a.m.— 12:00 p.m. 

Looking for Lectors 
If you would be interested in reading on Sunday morn-
ing services, please let Deb in the office know. Your help 
is very much appreciate! 

Supply Pastors for August 
 
1st-Pr. Naomi Mahler (Calvary) 
8th- Kari Stadem 
15th- Pr. Dean Johnson (Calvary) 
22nd-Pr. David Severtson (Calvary) 
29th- Pete Stadem 
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Congratulations to Carly Wenberg 

and William Lugo. Carly and William 

will be married on July 31 at Svea 

Church.  God bless and best wishes to 

them 

Coffee and cake was served after worship 
services in honor of Roland Swenson’s 90th 
birthday. 
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Svea Lutheran Church – Library Committee Meeting     7/19/2021 

Attendees: Lois Nelson, Linda Roelofs, Mary Hinther, Teresa Johnson 

Reviewed the annual budget.  Currently at $100 – No expenditures at this time. 

Mary Hinther gave her resignation notification to the group. 

The children’s coloring bags need to be replaced.  They are showing much wear. 

Discussed how we could encourage the use of the library. Possibly have the library open on Sunday mornings 

during Sunday school again for children to check out books. 

Consideration is being given to combing Parish Ed committee and Library committee.  Lois Nelson will contact 

Parish Ed members to see if they would be interested.  If so, suggestion will be made to the Church Counsel. 

The library could possibly have a schedule of members that would provide straightening up each week. 

Meeting was adjourned. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Teresa Johnson 

*************** 

Memorial Committee 

July 15, 2021 

Holly Hopp, Debra Portinga, Louise Swenson, Lois Nelson. 

Lois Nelson will replace Lois Erickson on the committee. 

Financials were reviewed noting that some memorials from Opal Fixsen and Betty Peterson were undesig-

nated; therefore, the money may be used for church general fund. 

The second Confirmation display is full. Memorial money will be used to purchase a third one early 2022.  

Next meeting will be Sunday August 8, 2021 during coffee hour. 

Louise Swenson, Secretary 

Evangelical Lutheran Worship Hymnals  
 If you would like to purchase an ELW hymnal to place in honor of, 
in memory of, or for a special occasion for someone, 
please let  the office know. The price is $22.50. 

Checks payable to SLC Memorial Fund. Makes a  
great remembrance gift.  
 
 
 
         Here is what the stickers (2”x 4”) will look like 
         once placed in the hymnals. 

                  Given in loving memory 

 of 

JOHN DOE 

by 

                   JANE DOE & FAMILY 
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Family Promise News 

 

Our next Host week is August 29 – September 4. We will begin volunteer sign ups on Sunday, August 8th.   
Family Promise continues to follow its Covid 19 plan until Oct. 3rd, so once again we are only responsible to 
provide the evening meal and deliver it to the Day Center at the Presbyterian Church in Willmar.  

 

 Remember you can sign up to volunteer at church on Sundays, on our website at svealutheranchurch.org, 
or by calling Karen Schueler at 995-6568 or 320-894-4566. 

 

Thank you so very much for any help you can give. 

Karen Schueler, FP coordinator 

 

Sunday Morning Coffee Hour 

It is so nice to be back to enjoying fellowship with coffee and treats Sunday morn-
ings after worship!  

As always, the mission committee is asking for volunteers to help make the coffee and to also 
bring treats. Please sign up to serve on the list in the fellowship hall where you get your 
coffee. Thank you! 

 

 



8 

Rev. Dee Pederson Elected Bishop 

We are thankful for our online synod assembly, and look forward to our newly elected Bishop, Rev. Dee 
Pederson's service. Bishop Jon Anderson will complete his term this fall after 18 years of service. 

Rev. Dee Pederson was elected June 12th to serve a six-year term as bishop of the Southwestern Min-
nesota Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA). The election took place during an 
online synod assembly. Pr. Dee was elected on the fifth ballot. 
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Thank You Announcements 

Thanks to Dan & Louise Swenson for 

installing a new air conditioning unit in 

the office.  

The Eagle’s Healing Nest 

 

Thanks to Pete and Kari Stadem for 
submitting  the July and August Re-
minder articles. 
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SVEA’S CHURCH SOFTBALL LEAGUE 

Four area church teams that played this year were: Svea Lutheran, First Covenant, 
 Vinje Lutheran and  Roseland Reformed. 
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SVEA LUTHERAN CHURCH CALENDAR 

AUGUST 2021 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1    10:15 
ELW Wor-
ship/coffee 
following 
1:00 p.m. 
Opal Fixsen  
Remembrance 

2 3 

 

8:00 p.m. 
Worship/
Music meeting 

4 5 6 7 

8 
1015 a.m. 
Praise Wor-
ship/ Coffee 
following. 
11;15 a.m. 
Memorial Mtg 

9 10 11 
 
8:00 p.m. 
SFE meeting 

12 13 14 

15 
10:15 ELW 
Worship/
coffee fol-
lowing 

16 17 18 
 
7:30 p.m. 
Church council 

19 20 21 

22 
1015 a.m. 
Praise Wor-
ship/ Coffee 
following 

23 24 25 

 

Reminder 
articles due 
 

26 27 28 

29 
10:15 ELW 
Worship/
coffee fol-
lowing 

30 
 
 
Family 
Promise 

31 

 

Family 
Promise 

September 

 

Family 
Promise 

2 
 
 
 
Family 
Promise 

3 
 
 
 
Family 
Promise 

4 
 
 
 
Family 
Promise 
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REMIINDER 

AUGUST 2021 

SVEA LUTHERAN CHURCH 

12651 15TH ST SE 

SVEA MN 56216 

AUGUST BIRTHDAYS 

 

1. Sean Freed 

2. Jacob Flannigan 

3. Mary Gort 

4. Tyler Kowalczyk 

5. Doug Hopp Sr. 

Elizabeth Ruter 

Daniel Petersen 

Jeremy Schoeppler 

8. Robert Roelofs 

 Daniel Brink 

9. Marikay Newberg 

Steven Carlson 

11. Owen Larson 

12. Zachary Flannigan 

 Wyatt Swenson 

 

 

 

 

15. Peter Stadem 

18. Velma Pregler 

19.  Nicholas Flannigan 

22. Ronald Erickson 

Shannon Christopher 

Lonny Schoeppler 

23. Jerry Landin 

 Owen Holland 

24. Brook Rustad 

25. Lois Nelson 

28. Joel Freed 

30. Douglas Gorans 

Church League 2021 Standings 


