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On Wednesday | opened my Bible app and read the verse of the day, | Timothy 6:11: “But you, O man of
God, flee these things and pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, love, patience, gentleness.” So | thought
— “Flee what things?” In the preceding paragraph Paul is talking about greed and imagining that godliness is
a means of gain. “These things” are greed, desiring to be rich and loving money.

We recently started managing part of a house as an AirBnb, and it's been on my mind a lot. “How much
flexibility should we give guests?” “How much work should we do to improve the place?” “How much
should we charge?” “What if someone steals or wrecks something?” Etc., etc., etc. On Tuesday night | had
lain awake for a couple of hours thinking about all the things that needed to be done and wondering if it
would be enough to attract guests and make a profit for the homeowner. And now this Scripture passage
said, “Flee greed.” It reminded me of one of the Narnia books by C.S. Lewis, “The Voyage of the Dawn
Treader”: “Sleeping on a dragon’s hoard with greedy, dragonish thoughts in his heart, [Eustace] had be-
come a dragon himself.” Could | “pursue righteousness...love...” and the rest while trying to make money?

| wrote down each of the qualities we are to pursue and tried to think of how they would apply to this situ-
ation. “Righteousness” — don’t overcharge; be honest in your advertising and your reviews

“Faith” — don’t worry or be anxious about the results; don’t work too hard chasing after profits
“Gentleness” — be thoughtful and considerate of the guests, the homeowners and any helpers

| realized once again that 1) the Scriptures apply to our everyday lives, and 2) everything we do in our eve-
ryday lives can be done Christ’s way, to the glory of God — or done in the world’s way, for our own glory or
gain. Many in our American culture want us to believe that 1) the Scriptures are so ancient that they don’t
have anything to say to us today (at least anything we can be sure of) and 2) we are the master of our own
fate, we find our own truths and we should do things our own way.

We can be so grateful that Jesus’ living presence means that when we fail to pursue righteousness, godli-
ness or patience, forgiveness is readily available. And the Holy Spirit's presence means that we can under-
stand and apply the Scriptures to our everyday lives. And the Church’s presence means that we can join
together to study God’s Word, receive His forgiveness and go out into the world living a different way — the
way of Christ.

Kari Stadem
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Council Minutes: 1/20/22 /’T’///;\,,? MEETING
N4, uiwTes
Reported by: Kristi Gatewood =2

Present: Josh Larson, Christy Swanson, Lois Nelson, Carter Christopher, Kristi Gatewood,
Dianne Johnson, Jake Vlaminck, Tucker Swanson, Pastor Dean Johnson.
Absent: Louise Swenson

Welcome to new Council Members: Christy Swanson, Carter Christopher, Jake Vlaminck,
Tucker Swanson.

Pastor Dean gave a report on upcoming business.

e Reminder- Worship & Music will meet Tuesday, February 1st to discuss the following.
Current plans for Lenten services at Svea- Hold noon services on Ash Wednesday, Good Friday,
and all Wednesday Lenten services.

e Calvary will be holding evening services for these days.

Worship & music will discuss what time services will be held on Easter Sunday.

Are we having a pancake feed on Easter Sunday?

Are we doing communion on Maundy Thursday?

Need pulpit supply for February 20th. Pete Stadem will be asked to preach.

Discussed Svea doing a “Discovery Process for Svea” in February or March.
Meet with the congregation and split into small groups to discuss questions
about Svea and our goals for the future.

Sunday School: VBS/Day Camps will be held at Calvary in July. Any children interested
in attending Green Lake Bible camp should let Svea church know.

There are Baptisms planned for Sunday, February 13th.

Wedding Scheduled for June 18th.

Plan to hold confirmation in October.

Another wedding planned for October 15th or 22nd.

Tucker brought up the topic of cemetery care. Better expectations need to be set for the upcoming summer.
This topic will be brought up to the Cemetery Board.

2022 Council positions voted on by present members:

Council President- Josh Larson

Vice President- Jake Vlaminck

Secretary- Kristi Gatewood

New council members will choose committees to be involved in next month.

A portion of the funds remaining at the end of 2021 were sent to: SW MN Synod, Lakeland Conference,
Green Lake Bible Camp, LSS.

The Council approved the recommendation from SFE, that the remaining dollars go to: Family promise,
Kandiyohi County Food Shelf, Lutheran Campus Ministry, Kentucky Disaster Relief, Svea Global Missions.

Next Council meeting will be February 17.

Meeting adjourned.



In the coming months each of your pastors will share a bit about themselves along with a
stellar photo in the Reminder. We hope this will let you know a little more about each of
us.

Interim Pastor Ingrid Skilbred

My story begins in Lincoln, Nebraska where | was born and raised. | attended the University of NE
(don’t hold this against me Gopher fans) and received my bachelor’s degree in nursing. | worked as a
nurse at Children’s Mercy hospital in Kansas City, Missouri before going to Luther Seminary because
God has an amazing sense of humor, in my experience.

I met my wonderful husband, Dane, in seminary. We both graduated in 2009 and have served as pas-
tors in Northwest Minnesota Synod, Southeast Pennsylvania Synod, and have been in Willmar for the
past 4.5 years. Dane serves Vinje Lutheran Church as their Pastor for Discipleship. Before beginning
this interim call with Svea and Calvary | had been on-leave-from-call, focusing on caring for our two
beautiful children, Courtney and Isaac. As a family we enjoy cooking, sledding and being outdoors,
reading, making creative projects, and playing as much as possible.

Next Month: Naomi Mahler



FEBRUARY WORSHIP ASSISTANTS
Communion will be the first and second Sundays of each month.
Contemporary Service Kari Stadem, Accompanist
Traditional Service Megan Gilles, Organist
VISUAL ARTS: Kristi Gatewood and Stacey Vlaminck
USHERS: Sherman Schueler and Dale Tonsfeldt
COMMUNION ASSISTANT: TBD

ASSISTANT MINISTER LECTORS Tellers
February 6 Jordan Gatewood Sherman Schueler 2
February 13 Louise Swenson Doug Johnson 3
February 20 Gene Gatewood Lois Nelson 4
February 27 Holli Hopp Arianna Gilles 5
Screen Sound
February 6 Jake Vlaminck Kim Gorans and Ben Johnson
February 13 Scott Johnson and Ben Johnson
February 20 Brian Gorans Scott Johnson and Ben Johnson
February 27 Kim Gorans and Ben Johnson
Pastors for February Office hours: B
Feb. 6 Pr. David Severtson Monday 10:00 a.m.—3:00 p.m.
Feb. 13 Pr. Dean Johnson Thursday 10:00 a.m.—12:00 p.m. ((Hours vary on Thursdays)
Feb. 20 TBD o
Feb. 27 Pr. Naomi Mahler Pastor Ingrid’s office hours:

Monday: 10:00 a.m.—2:00 p.m.

2022 Svea Lutheran Church Yearbook

Ice Cream Pails @

If anyone has extra 5 quart ice cream
pails or any similar plastic containers,
the church kitchen can use them. They
come in handy for leftovers for funerals,
meals, etc. You can drop them off in the | Deb, Parish Secretary.
kitchen at church. Thank You!

We will soon be publishing the yearbook again. If
you have any changes in your address, phone num-
bers or e-mail, etc., please let the church office
know so we may update the Yearbook. Thank you!

Fgﬁt";’én Don't forget to check out our church’s website at: svealutheranchurch.org

; ; The website has worship services schedules, worship streaming, monthly reminders,
Family Promise and much more.

¥ o It's time to start thinking about summer camping at GLLM. This years theme is “God Be-
. ' \ yond Measure—BOUNDLESS”. Registration begins December 13, 2022. Early bird dis-
’ u counts ends February 15, 2022. First day of camp is June 12, 2022. You can register on-

line or talk to Pr. Dean or Deb for more information. Scholarships are available.
Brochures found in the Narthex.




Thank you to our outgoing council members for your service for the last three years.

Brian Gorans

FRIENDS AND FAITH

Friends and Faith gathering on
February 13th after
Worship Services.

Please join us for a meal and a time of
fellowship. We will be making prayer
blankets throughout the year to our
congregational members as needed.
Giving and sharing with others.

All our welcome!
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2021 ANNUAL SVEA CHRISTMAS DINNER

MERRY
CHRISTMAS

Thank you to the Gatewood family for organizing anoth-
er fun and successful Christmas Party.

Santa & Mrs. Claus stopped by to deliver

Santa's kitchen elves

Christmas goodies.



CHRISTMAS PARTY ENTERTAINMENT

Lois Nelson’s
singing her
original 12

days of
Christmas
song.

Special music by young adults.



CHILDREN’S SUNDAY SCHOOL CHRISTMAS PROGRAM

Thanks to Jordan & Kristi Gate-
wood for helping organizing the
Children’s Program.

Also, a big thanks to this year’s
Sunday School teachers and
helpers:

Christy Swanson, Jacki Jensen,
Crystal Moran and Gretchen
Lindblad and anyone else in-
volved.
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CHRISTMAS CANDLELIGHT SERVICE
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For
God So
Loved the
Worid He gave
HiS one and only
Son that whoSoever
Believes in Him Shall not
Perish but have eternal life
John
316

Christmas decor

Philip Stadem’s trumpet solo

“It Came Upon a Midnight’s Clear”.

Christmas Eve candlelight service.
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We can’t wait to see you at camp this summer!

TO REGISTER: Our registration is available online at www.gllm.org - click on the
black “Register for Summer Camp” button to get started. You can also register by filling
out a paper registration form found on our website or in the summer camp brochure
and mailing it to our office, or give us a call at 320-796-2181!

NEW IN 2022:

e All campers will receive a GLLM t-shirt to tie dye as part of camp registration!

e Grandparent & Grandchild Camp will be offered July 17-20.

e Summer camp weeks will continue to start on Sunday afternoon and now culminate
on Thursday evening with a Camp Open House, including dinner, a sending worship,
and camp activities for the whole family. More information on our website!

¢ High school campers who are also attending the National Youth Gathering can attend
High School Up North or Staff-in-Training (SIT) for FREE!

IMPORTANT NOTES: -

e The Early Bird Discount ends February 15, 2022! Get your registration in before then
to get $50 off each registration!

e We want camp to be available to everyone who wants to come. Many churches offer
scholarships to help. In addition, if you would like financial assistance through GLLM,
please fill out a Scholarship Request Form on our website or request it from camp by
calling our office at 320-796-2181!

More information online at www.glim.org/summer-camp
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SVEA LUTHERAN CHURCH CALENDAR

',336) FEBRUARY 2022

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
Jan 31 31 1 2 3 6:30 am 4 5
8:00 pm 1:00 pm LMM
Worship/ Quilting
) Music mtg 1:30 pm
Family Famﬂ?’ 6:00 pm Ladies Bible Famil Famil
Promise Promise . ! ) Study at y y
Family Confirmation yat Promise Promise
Promise Family Promise Delphle S
6 7 8 9 10 11 12
9:00 am Sunday 1:00 pm 6:30 am
School Quilting LMM
10:15 am Praise . 8:00 pm SFE
Worship ' g.OOfP m . Meeting
Communion onfirmation
13 14 15 16 17 18 19
9:00 am Sunday 1:00 pm 6:30 am
School Quilting LMM
10:15 am ELW ODM ‘"
Worship ﬁ{ awﬁﬂf/ 6:00 pm 7:30 pm
Communion J @@ Confirmation | Church Council
20 21 22 23 24 25 26
9:00 am Sunday 1:00 pm 6:30 am
School ' i o LMM
10:15 am Praise = - Quilting
Worship/ | Presidents ’s
1 DAY 6:00 pm )
Confirmation Reminder
articles due
27 28 March 2
9:00 am Sunday
School
10:15 am ELW +
Worship i
Ash
Wednesday
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SVEA LUTHERAN CHURCH

12651 15™ ST SE
SVEA MN 56216

FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS

1.
5.
7.
8.

10.
11.

14.
15.

Madison Lindblad
Levi Lindblad

Kent Jacobson
Bruce Nelson

Gary Christopher
Taryn Moran
Christopher Swierenga
Braiden Landin
Pearl Berg

Dawn Oslund
Mackenze Eischens

Jack Christianson
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16.

17.

19.
21.
24.
25.
27.
28.

Glendon Pregler
Andrew Swenson
Joshua Mott

Tina Bloch

Tyler Arhendt
Stephen Stuhr
Joshua Boone
Lindsey Elliott
Markus Citterman
Liz Gorans

Katie Ross



