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All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ, and has given us the ministry of reconcil-
iation   - 2 Corinthians 5:18  
“Irreconcilable Differences” vs. “The Ministry of Reconciliation”  
  
Irreconcilable differences (legal dictionary): Differences of opinion or will that cannot be brought in-
to harmony    
Reconciliation (Oxford dictionary): 1.  the restoration of friendly relations  2. the action of making one view 
or belief compatible with another 

     Many years ago I was helping train 25 youth leaders to run a weeklong camp for about 100 teenag-
ers.  Two of the youth leaders, "Dick" and "Jane," came to me independently and told me how terrible the 
other person was and how they could not work together in the group to which they had been assigned.  The 
differences seemed so substantial and irreconcilable that I brought it to the attention of the camp director.  I 
knew this was out of my league, and expected him to solve the challenge by laying down the law or by sepa-
rating them.  To my surprise, he stayed out of it, advising me to get the two together and have them talk 
things out. The three of us sat in a circle and Dick and Jane took turns telling the story. Each listened while 
the other talked and though I could see how angry they were, they followed the rule to be kind and consid-
erate during the discussion. My presence helped give them the self-control to show restraint.  The result 
was amazing to me.  Previously, they had not been able even to talk to each other. Though they didn't be-
come friends, they were able to work together well during the camp.  
       Paul tells the Corinthians that we have been given the ability, through the Holy Spirit, to reconcile.  It is 
so important that he summarizes it as a ministry that we have been given.  We need to reconcile with our 
families, our coworkers and bosses, our fellow church members, our local, state, and federal officials and 
our world.  But how do we do it?  
       Jesus has specific advice for these situations and we can trust him. “When you are offering your gift at 
the altar, if you remember that your brother or sister has something against you, leave your gift there, be-
fore the altar, and go: first be reconciled with your brother or sister, and then come and offer your 
gift.” (Matt. 5:24)  Reconciliation is to be such a high priority in our lives that even if we are doing something 
extremely important, we are to drop it and go make things right. 
      If you have something against someone else, Jesus offers more advice: “If another member of 
the church sins against you, go and point out the fault when the two of you are alone. If the member listens 
to you, you have regained that one. But if you are not listened to, take one or two others along with you, so 
that every word may be confirmed by the evidence of two or three witnesses." (Matt. 18:15-16) This is what 
ended up happening with Dick and Jane. 
       It's interesting that whether you're the victim or the perpetrator, Jesus says to you - "Make the first 
move." Reconciliation is that important. 
      If Svea is to move ahead as a healthy church, we need to trust our Lord’s solutions for reconciling our 
differences, knowing that God made the first move in reconciling us to himself through Jesus. He is our ex-
ample and he will provide the strength we need.  

Pete Stadem 
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Svea Evangelical Lutheran Church Council Minutes 
June 16, 2021 
Present: Brian Gorans, Kristi Gatewood, Josh Larson, Louise Swenson, John Christianson, Lois Nelson.                       
Absent: Dianne Johnson, Linda Roelofs, Jacob Flannigan 

President Larson announced that Lois Nelson will be serving the remainder of Camila Wenberg’s term. 

Sister Sarah Hausken will serve pulpit supply June 27, 2021. July pulpit supply to be determined. 

Interview Committee Kristi Gatewood, Dianne Johnson, Peter Swenson and Theresa Johnson will be contacting 
Bethel Lutheran Willmar, Calvary Lutheran Willmar and Vinje Lutheran Willmar to set up interviews for the pur-
pose of discussing a form of sharing pastoral coverage for Svea Church.  

Council discussed how best to make the information received by the “congregation questions” available to the 
Church Body. Council unanimously supported that the entire document entitled Interview and Action Report from 
the Southwestern Minnesota Synod be sent similarly to Reminder publication i.e. e-mail and first class mail.   
 A motion was made to extend the $15,000 Line of Credit with Concorde Bank, Blomkest MN 

 for another five years.  MSP. 
 

Currently, the General Fund has Karen Schueler as second signature registered at the Concorde Bank, Blomkest, 
MN and authorized then to sign General Fund checks in the event Douglas Hopp, treasurer is unavailable. Discus-
sion led to support a second signature for Svea Church Committees having a checking account. 

 A motion was made to register Gene Gatewood who would be authorized to sign checks for all Svea 
Church Committees having a checking account with Concorde Bank, Blomkest MN.   

This would be a second signature in the event the primary signature is unavailable. MSP 
 

Lois Nelson is a member of the Library Committee. She will call a Library Committee meeting to reorganize and 
carry out plans to continue keeping the library in good order. 

Council recognized that the cemetery grounds are mowed and entirely trimmed. 

Council was informed that two juveniles had recently stayed a night in Svea Church. The individuals were inter-
viewed by a local Kandiyohi County Deputy Sheriff who counseled them to never do that again. Council is not fur-
ther concerned. 

Council determined that when we resume Sacrament of Communion that it be given as Intinction.  
 
Council requested that all committees resume regular meetings and carry out their respective responsibilities. 
This is especially important in light that Svea Church currently does not have a resident pastor. Parish Education 
Committee should meet soon to plan for upcoming fall Sunday School. Worship and Music Committee did meet-
read report in the Reminder. 
 
John Christianson reminded Council that a person needs to be appointed to the Personnel Committee. He resigns 
January 1, 2022. 
 
President Larson stated that he will be responsible to have pulpit supply every Sunday. He will work with and 
communicate with the Parish Secretary. 
 
Brian Gorans reported that he will inquire how the current sound and screen system can be simplified. This will 
be helpful to new recruits.  
 
Motion made to adjourn.   Closed with prayer and the Lord’s Prayer. 
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WORSHIP AND MUSIC COMMITTEE - Report  

June 8, 2021 – 8 pm  

Kari Stadem will be chairman at least for the summer. She will choose the music for all services, and put to-

gether a rough draft of responsibilities and tasks for this committee.  

Summer schedule:  June 13, 27, July 11, 25, Aug 8, 22 – Praise   

 June 20, July 4, 18, Aug 1, 15, 29 – Traditional  

Brian & Tracy Gorans are unavailable for operating the screens most Sundays. They can put them together, 

but we need more people to operate during worship. Call for techie types, especially from the younger gen-

eration, to help with this. Tracy puts together the schedule for sound and screen – thank you, Tracy!  

Kari will post on Facebook asking if we should stream the worship service at a later time on Sundays. We 

agreed that if it’s not too terribly hard, we should continue to provide this.  

Pete Stadem will preach at least during June, but will be gone June 27. Louise is still searching for a pastor for 

that date. Deb had a couple of ideas for a pastor.  If she can find someone who would be willing to preside 

over communion but not to preach, Pete will help find a lay preacher.   

An organ tuner has been contacted, waiting to hear a date.  

We discussed ideas for how to recognize the “Scattered Church” more in the worship service (We are 

“Gathered Church” for an hour per week, “Scattered” the rest of the week). Also agreed on our desire for lis-

tening, reconciliation and unity following the “shaking” our congregation has experienced.  

Respectfully submitted,  

Kari Stadem, Chair 

Grandfather Clock standing proud in the south room off the Sanctuary.  

Pr. Paul Engwall was a son of our Svea Congregation. He, with his family, spent most of his 

career in Wisconsin serving as a nursing home chaplain. Back in the early 1990s he 

preached a sermon here remembering his many years in the ministry.  

He and his wife Darlene treasured the clock as long as they were able to live in their 

home. They retired to an assisted living arrangement where Pr. Paul spent his final years 

in the care portion of the facility. He is buried in our Svea Cemetery 

His daughter Nancy and son Eric are very grateful that the clock now stands in Svea Church. They know that 

their dad is very pleased about this gift to our church. 

Currently it does not function. The move here caused a small part to dislodge. The family will diligently get it 

running. Because the chimes are loud, they will be silenced; however, the “tick tock” will carry on. Weekly, 

the clock will be wound up just as the wall clock in the Sanctuary.  
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JULY WORSHIP ASSISTANTS 

PULPIT SUPPLY:  The schedule of participating persons may vary from week to week depending on the individual’s 
availability. Communion may vary from Sunday to Sunday dependent on availability of a Rostered Pastor. 

Contemporary Service   Kari Stadem, accompanist  

Traditional Service   Megan Gilles, Organist 

VISUAL ARTS:  Holli Hopp and Louise Swenson 

 

  ASSISTANT MINISTER   LECTOR 

July 4  Karen Schueler   Sherman Schueler 

July 11  Jessica Gatewood   Lois Nelson  

July 18  Holli Hopp                Zoe Gilles 

July 25  Gene Gatewood    Doug Johnson 

 

      Screen     Sound            TELLERS 

July  4       Brian Gorans      3 

July  11 Brian Gorans    Tracy Gorans   4 

July 18       Kim Gorans   5 

July 25  Scott Johnson    Jake Vlaminck    1 
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THANK YOU NOTES 

Thank you for the Scholarship money. The money I received will be going towards by first year at Ridge-
water College this fall. There I will be studying  to get a degree in Liberal Arts, After which, I will be continu-
ing my education to get a bachelor’s degree in education, with the hopes to teach at the High School level. 
Zachary Flannigan. 

Thanks to all who helped 

make and deliver the May 

Day flower and lunch. That 

was such a wonderful sur-

prise! It’s so nice to have 

good neighbors and friends. 

Thank you so much, 

Linda & Allan Bjornberg 

I wish to “thank” Svea Lutheran for the beauti-

ful red rose give to me for my 85th birthday It 
sits on my lamp table so I can enjoy it for many 
days. 
 God Bless Svea, 
 Ina Holt 

Thank you to Louise Swenson for filling in for 
me while I was on sick leave. 
 It was very much appreciated! 
 
Deb Portinga, Parish Secretary 

To Svea Church and the members that took 

the time and effort to make the May baskets. 

It was a joy and a surprise to receive it. And it 

was so very tasty. Bless you and thank you. 

 Velma Pregler 

********** 

********** 

********** ********** 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO THESE SPECIAL LADIES 

 

 

 

 

 

Happy Birthday to Lillian Eastlund on 

her 105th Birthday. Lillian’s birthday 

was on June 19th.  

May God bless you on your birthday 

and always! 

Eleanor Swenson, watering flowers at Bethesda,  
reached a milestone and 

 turned “100” years young in April.  
Birthday blessings to her! 
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OPEN HOUSE 98th BIRTHDAY PARTY 

 for LEROY LARSON 

A birthday party for Leroy Larson will be held on 

 Sunday, July  11 from  1:00 to 5:00 pm 

 at the Jake & Stacey Vlaminck’s home 

 4774 120th Ave SE, Lake Lillian, MN 56253 

All our welcome to attend. 

May God bless you on your birthday and always! 

Craig is the son of Bruce and Lois Nelson. 
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Please see bulletin board for sign up or let Doug Hopp know if you are inter-
ested in attending. 

      SVEA SOFTBALL SCHEDULE 

    Thu-July 1 Svea  V  First Covenant  7:15 

    Thu-July 8 Svea  V  Vinje   6:15 

    Thu-July15 Svea  V  Roseland  6:15 

    Thu-July 22 Svea  V  First Covenant 7:15 

    All games are played on Swanson Field –Red 

Svea Happenings 

 

 

 

 

 

Calvary, Bethel and Vinje  will 

be hosting a VBS youth camp 

from July 9-23 for ages 3rd  

through 5th grades.  More 

information and sign-up will 

be available this Sunday, July 

4th. You may also call office if 

interested at 320-995-6500 
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Memorial Day service at 
 Svea cemetery. 

WE 

LOVE 

SVEA! 

Pictures 

from 

Friends 

and 

Faith 

kick-off 

pro-

gram. 
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Christ in our Home booklets for July, 

August, September are available in the 

Narthex for pick-up. Large print edi-

tions are also available. 

Congratulations to our new confirmands, Tucker Swanson and Nick Flannigan. Affirmation of 
baptism was held on May 23. New bibles were also presented to them. 

 Pr. Erik Rundquist presided. 
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A letter from James and Geraldine (Lindblad) Brown 

Memories of growing up in Svea 

 

DEAN MADSEN GAME FEED TALK 

 

The annual Game Feed, held May 22 in the Svea park, was attended by about 40 people.  Dean Mad-
sen was unsure if his health would be good enough for him to attend and while he felt weak and need-
ed to take plenty of time for breathing and drinking water, his bear hunting story and recounting his 
current battle with ALS (Lou Gehrig’s Disease) was very interesting, inspirational and well re-
ceived.  The free will offering brought in $253.  Because Dean and his family have numerous extra bills, 
it was decided to supplement from the LMM account and give them $750 total.   Everyone enjoyed a 
beautiful evening and delicious wild and domestic food, including bear summer sausage from the 

 Madsens. Please pray for Dean and his family in their difficult journey. 

 

You can watch Dean’s game feed talk on:  www.youtube.com 
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SVEA LUTHERAN CHURCH CALENDAR 

JULY 2021 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      

 

 

4 
10:15 AM 
ELW service 
 

5 6 
 
 
8:00 pm Wor-
ship & Music 
meeting 
8:00 pm SFE 
meeting 

7 

 

8 

 

9 

 

 

VBS 

10 

 

 

11 
10:15 AM 
Praise ser-
vice 
 
 

12 

 

 

VBS 

13 

 

 

VBS 

14  
 

 

VBS 

 

15 

 

 

VBS 

16 

 

 

VBS 

17   GLLM 

Events 
11:00 am 
Lunch 
12:00 pm 

Quilt Auc-
tion 

18 
10:15 AM 
ELW service 

19 

 

 

VBS 

20 

 

 

VBS 

21 

 
7:00 pm 
Church Coun-
cil 
VBS 

22 

 

 

 

VBS 

23 

 

 

VBS 

24 

25 
10:15 AM 
Praise ser-
vice 

26 

 

Reminder 
articles 
due 

27 28 29 30 31 

       

Please note the change in 
 worship service is 10:15 am 
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REMIINDER 

JULY 2021 

SVEA LUTHERAN CHURCH 

12651 15TH ST SE 

SVEA MN 56216 

JULY BIRTHDAYS 

1. Katie DeGraw 

          Lola Elizabeth Larson  

2. Betty Gorans 

3. Jeremy Anderson  

6. Mark Stuhr 

7. LeRoy Larson 

Nicole Bregel 

8. Mitchell Swierenga 

11. Erin Johnson 

Mara Hallberg 

12. Roland C. Swenson 

13. Amber Holland 

Zinia Jansen 

16. Samuel Bowen 

17. Lorene Freed 

Gary Nelson 

18. Mark Freed 

19. Rebecca Johnson 

Doris Olson 

 

20. Eric Swenson 

 Matthew Johnson 

21. Evelyn Pregler 

22.  Matthew Lindblad 

23.  Jason Kowalczyk  

24. Olof Larson 

25. Lacy Elliott   

 Christian Roelofs 

26. Nadine Landin 

Dean Lindblad 

27. Arlynne Turnquist 

28.  Hannah Christopher 

 Levi Swanson 

29. Terrance Swenson 

Patti Schueler 

Courtney Jacobson 

30. Marci Dahl 

 Olivia Bowen 


