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Although Pastor Ingrid finished her time with Svea in May, she wrote a final report and summary which council thought was im-

portant to share with the congregation so it is being re-printed here. 

Congregational Future Sustainability Assessment - 

 I appreciated the honest conversation I had with the finance committee and the worship and music committee 

about the Congregational Future Sustainability Assessment. I agree with the finance committee’s assessment that Svea 

is in a solid financial place. I think Svea has opportunities to think creatively about how the building could be utilized 

by the wider community especially during the week. Svea has a long history of generosity which I believe is one of 

Svea’s core values. It was mentioned in the finance committee meeting that in the past giving went up if worship num-

bers were up. What I heard from the finance report is that this trend is changing, which is true in churches across the 

state. I believe generosity (financial, time, talents) is a learned skill and I think Svea has people and opportunities to 

teach generosity in all its forms.  

 I did look at the number of views of Svea’s online worship services. I did not collect detailed information 

which might be worth doing. The average number of views per week was 115 which was a higher number than I antic-

ipated. How people worship, how they give, and how they engage in a faith community is changing and it might be 

helpful to spend some time thinking about these changes as a council. 

Congregational Conversations -  

 I hope that these conversations are helpful to you as you think about the identity and mission of Svea. Follow-

ing my report is a one-page summary of the conversations. This document is being shared in the Reminder so that eve-

ryone could get a sense of the conversations.  

 I think Svea Lutheran has a long history of generosity, of responding to needs in the community and world, 

and of affirming gifts particularly musical gifts or theatrical gifts in people of all ages. This history continues today 

and I think it is helpful to think about what are Svea’s core values as a congregation. When we own our core values 

we are better able to live out our identity even as things change.  

 Svea has been made up of people who have familial ties. I think one of Svea’s growth opportunities is to see 

the congregation’s identity as something wider and deeper than family. I am not saying that seeing Svea Lutheran as a 

family is a bad thing. I think Svea has an identity that is bigger and wider than the familial connections of some of the 

people that are a part of Svea. So how does Svea embrace this larger identity that is rooted in things like…generosity, 

care for the next generation, serving the neighbor? How might systems like communication, decision making, and how 

you welcome others to the community be different if you live out this larger identity? 

 Svea has the building and facilities to be a hub of the community. I invite you to creatively think about how 

outside groups or ministries could benefit from using Svea’s building? What are the benefits to Svea to have its build-

ing used?   

 This report is filled with more questions than answers which makes sense since I am writing it. God is calling 

Svea into a future and as a leader I trust that you will discern that future together as a congregation. I am grateful to 

offer a few observations and questions. I will continue to hold all of you in my prayers. Thank you for your partner-

ship in ministry.  

Pastor Ingrid Skilbred 
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Svea Evangelical Lutheran Church 
Council Minutes: 6/15/22 
Reported by: Kristi Gatewood 
 
Present: Josh Larson, Christy Swanson, Kristi Gatewood, Tucker Swanson, Louise Swenson, 
Jake Vlaminck, Pastor Dean 
Absent: Dianne Johnson, Carter Christopher, Lois Nelson 
 
Council decided to not have a council meeting in July. Next council meeting will be August 18th at 7:30 pm. 
 
The report from the “Discovery Process for Svea” that Naomi created from the conversations that we had at 
Svea in February and March will be printed in the news letter. 
 
Pastor’s Report: 
Calvary will be collecting lightly used pots and pans for those in need. Contact Calvary or Deb to learn more. 
Calvary will also be collecting clothing to support those in Ukraine. 
 
The pancake feed for Ryan Erickson Family went well. Thank you to everyone who was able to help. 
 
 
Meeting adjourned. 

+++++++++++++++ 

 

Don't forget to check out our church’s website at: svealutheranchurch.org 
      The website has worship services schedules, worship streaming, 

 monthly reminders, family promise and much more. 
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JULY WORSHIP ASSISTANTS 
Communion will be the first and second Sundays of each month.  
Contemporary Service  Kari Stadem, Accompanist  
Traditional Service  Megan Gilles, Organist 
Communion Assistant: Jake Vlaminck 
Visual Arts: Holli Hopp and Louise Swenson 
Ushers: Kim Gorans and Dustin Moran 
 
  ASSISTANT MINISTER   LECTORS     Tellers 
July 3  Karen Schueler   Lois Nelson                 5 
July 10  Gene Gatewood          Pr. Naomi Mahler        6         
July 17  Louise Swenson   Arianna Gilles                1  
July 24  Jordan Gatewood   Sherman Schueler        2 
July 31    Holli Hopp    Louise Swenson        3 
   
       Screen     Sound 
July 3       Kim Gorans  
July 10           
July 17       Scott Johnson 
July 24  Brian Gorans    Ben Johnson  
July 31       Jake Vlaminck 

 

Office hours:  

Wednesday: 10 am to 2:00 pm 

Thursday 10:00 a.m.—12:00 p.m. (Hours vary on Thursdays) 

Pastor Naomi’s office hours: 

Wednesday:  11:00 a.m.—3:00 p.m. 

Pastors for July Worship Service 
July 3  Pr. David Severtson 
July 10  Pr. Naomi Mahler 
July 17  Pr. Dean Johnson 
July 24  Pr. Naomi Mahler 
July 31  Pr. David Severtson 

 
 

 
 

Thank you to the all the kids and adults who helped assemble the LWR Personal Care Kits on June 8th. 
During Lent enough items were collected to complete 109 kits! These kits along with 32 kits donated by 
our local Girl Scout Troop we’re  boxed for shipping and delivered to the LWR shipping warehouse in St. 
Paul on June 30th. 

 

           Wanted-Coffee Volunteers 

We are looking for anyone interested in helping serve coffee & treats before worship service this summer 

and after worship services starting this fall. Your help is much appreciated!! Thanks. 
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Summary of Congregational Conversations 

Question 1: Reflect on your entire time at Svea Lutheran Church. Remember a time when you felt most alive, 

most motivated, and excited about your involvement in the ministries of Svea. Describe the circumstances 

and your involvement. Who was involved? How did you feel? What was happening? 

Stories were shared about bringing people together with a common goal – fundraisers for people in the 

community, supporting a family after a fire, celebrating 4th of July, choir, softball team, adult and 

youth theatre productions, supporting a family from Vietnam 

Stories were shared about encouraging and supporting the younger generations – Sunday School, Bound-

ary waters trips, Luther League, walking alongside youth, youth theatre productions 

Question 2: What are the most valuable ways you contribute to God’s work at Svea or in the world- your per-

sonality, your perspectives, your skills, your activities? 

You, who participated, were able to identify your own gifts or you were able to affirm gifts in each other. 

You have a variety of gifts including: organizing, leadership, mathematical, communication, generosity, 

teaching, creativity, musical, ability to build things, sharing wisdom, steady presence, listening, en-

gaging with the wider community… just to name a few. 

Question 3: What are the most important things Svea Lutheran has contributed to your life or the wider 

community? Who or what made a difference? How did it affect you? 

You have a positive impact on people’s lives- make meals, clean up properties, celebrate with each other, 

fundraisers, helped people identify their gifts, Family Promise 

You have a positive impact on each of our lives- “I learned at Svea it is important to do the right thing”, 

“This is my home church. This is where the seed of faith was planted”, “This is where I belong” 

Svea’s leadership has mattered- “Each pastor has touched someone in the congregation in a positive 

way”, “Pastor Don was great at connecting people”, “Pastor Mary wrote the sermon when my dad 

passed and another pastor preached it for her because Pastor Mary was not able to.” 

Question 4: What have been the most important spiritual experiences, lessons in belief, or steps of faith that 

have occurred for you? Describe what and how they happened. What was most helpful? 

Sunday School as a student and as a teacher, choir cantatas, funerals or times of loss, Calvary’s support 

after Pastor Erik left, community building opportunities- softball, 4th of July, God’s Work Our Hands 

event 

Question 5: What are the essential, central characteristics or ways of life that make the ministries of Svea 

Lutheran unique? What is most important about the community of Svea Lutheran? 

You use everyone talents, you show care to others, you have a long history of generosity, and there are a 

lot of familial connections at Svea 

Question 6: Make three wishes for the future of Svea Lutheran Church 

Svea Lutheran Church continues to grow in numbers and in involvement, stable leadership and the par-

sonage utilized, continues to find ways to reach out to those in the community 
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Worship & Music Committee  

June 2022 Report  

Meeting: June 6, 8 pm  

Present: Pastor Naomi Mahler, Kari Stadem, Kathy Lindblad  

Absent: Gene Gatewood, Brian Gorans, Deb Portinga  

Thanks to all for good Lent and Easter seasons  

Huge thanks to Deb for coordinating AMs and lectors  

Summer season: We will use ELW Setting Ten for traditional services. The committee proposes that we have 
a Service in the Park on August 21 at 10:30 am. Kathy Lindblad will talk to the Kandiyohi County Park #1 re-
garding whether they are doing worship services. If they are, the committee proposes that we have our Svea 
praise worship service at the lake on July 10 or July 24 at 11am, or possibly August 7. Update: Kathy com-
mitted to the Lake (County Park #1) that we will do the July 10 communion praise service at 11 am.  

The pastors will continue to do children’s sermons if there are children present. If Svea kids go to Day Camp, 
we will ask them to sing on July 24.  

Accompanists: Pastor Naomi will talk to the Calvary musicians to see if there’s a pianist who would like to 
come out and play with the praise team once per month. Kari will ask Megan G re her students. (Kari needs 
to cut back and would like to play once per month at the praise communion service)  

Picking hymns: Kari will send Pastor Naomi and Deb P a list of the hymns Svea knows out of the ELW and the 
WOV, and the Calvary pastors will begin choosing the hymns for the traditional services.  Kari will still choose 
the songs for the praise services.  

Bluegrass liturgy: Gatewoods will use some of this liturgy for Sundays when Kari is gone.  

Kari Stadem, Chair  

*************************** 
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Pictures from KWLM Dairy Days held at the Gatewood Farm. 

Helping serve are: Trudy Gorans, Christy Swanson, Karen Schueler, 
   Kathy Lindblad and Judy Larson 

Gatewood family. 

Gene Gatewood visiting with Kim & Patsy Gorans and Ben & Liz Barnes. 

Nap time 
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Proceeds where 

given in memory 

of Ryan Erickson 

 

Enjoying the pancakes are, Kelly Erickson and Shelly Garberich 

Pancake help-

ers, Jerry Neg-

en, Josh Larson 

and Loren 

Swenson. 

Jerry 

Loren and Josh Josh 

Louise Swenson mixing up 
 pancake batter. 

Pictures from KWLM Dairy Days held at the Gatewood Farm. 
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Quilt to be donating to 
Green Lake Bible Camp 
for the July Auction. 

Thanks to Lois Nelson for her generosity in 

organizing and making several fleecy blan-

kets this year.  Many have been given to 

various members of the congregation.  

Lois presented a blanket to Marlene 
Erickson and also to Ron.  

Fleecy blankets were given to Kelly, Matt & Ross Erickson. 
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    Wedding Congratulations 

 to Kaylee Vlaminck and Jay Marcus. They were married at Svea on 
June 18th. Also on May 28th, Megan Andresen and Daniel Stadem 
were married. God’s blessings as you start your new life together.  

_________________________________________________________ 

Thanks to Christy Swanson and Bonnie Swenson for decorating our 
 fellowship hall in a patriotic theme. 

 

 
Creating Community – A Night at The Stingers! 

Join Calvary, St John’s Raymond, Svea and Vinje Lutheran Churches for a 
night at the Stingers game on July 25 at 7:00 p.m. 

Tickets are $20 for adults and $10 for ages 18 and under.  

Included with your ticket is an all you can eat ballpark buffet picnic and a seat in the grand-
stand. 

Picnic seating is for 60 minutes after gates open.   

Louise Swenson is in charge of the ticket sales. You may purchase tickets after worship 
services on Sunday, July 10, 17, and 24. You may also contact Louise at 320-894-3387 or 
320-382-6323 or e-mail her at: 2dlswen@gmail.com 

     SVEA CHURCH SOFTBALL SCHEDULE 

   Thu-June 30 Svea  V  Christian Church Open Door   8:15 

   Thu-July 7 Svea  V  Roseland    7:15 

   Thu-July14 Svea  V  Eagle Lake Lutheran   7:15 

   Thu-July 21 Svea  V  Christian Church Open Door  7:15 

            All games are played on Swanson Field –Red 
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SVEA LUTHERAN CHURCH CALENDAR      

JULY 2022 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

July 31 
 
10:30 am ELW 
Worship Ser-
vice 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

1 
 

2 
 

3 

10:30 10:30 am 
ELW Worship 
Service 

4 5 
 

6 

 

7 
6:30 LMM 
 
7:15 Softball 
 
8:00 pm SFE 

8 9 

10 

11:00 am  Praise 
Worship Service 
at Kandi Park 
#1 

11 12 

 

13 

 

14 
6:30 LMM 
 
7:15 Softball 
NO 
Church 
Council 

15 

 

16 

17 

10:30 am ELW 
Worship Ser-
vice 

18 
 

19 
 

20 
 

21 
6:30 LMM 
 
7:15 Softball 

22 
2:30 pm LMM 
Golf Outing 
in Redwood 
Falls 

23 
 

24 

10:30 am 
Praise Wor-
ship Service 
 
 

25 

7:00 pm 
Stingers game 
 

26 
 

27 
 
Reminder 
articles due 
 

28 
6:30 LMM 

29 
 

30 
 

3       
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REMIINDER 

JULY 2022 

SVEA LUTHERAN CHURCH 

12651 15TH ST SE 

SVEA MN 56216 

JULY BIRTHDAYS 

1. Katie DeGraw 

         Lola Elizabeth Larson  

2. Betty Gorans 

3. Jeremy Anderson  

6. Mark Stuhr 

7. LeRoy Larson 

Nicole Bregel 

8. Mitchell Swierenga 

11. Erin Johnson 

Mara Hallberg 

12. Roland C. Swenson 

13. Amber Holland 

14 Stella Jo Johnson 

16. Samuel Bowen 

17. Lorene Freed 

Gary Nelson 

18. Mark Freed 

19. Rebecca Johnson 

 

20. Eric Swenson 

 Matthew Johnson 

21. Evelyn Pregler 

22.   Matthew Lindblad 

23.   Jason Kowalczyk  

24. Olof Larson 

25. Lacy Elliott   

 Christian Roelofs 

26. Nadine Landin 

Dean Lindblad 

27. Arlynne Turnquist 

28.   Hannah Christopher 

 Levi Swanson 

29. Terrance Swenson 

 Patti Schueler 

Courtney Jacobson 

30. Marci Dahl 

 Olivia Bowen 


