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Svea Evangelical Lutheran Church 

MARCH REMINDER 
12651 15th Street SE, Svea MN 56216  320-995-6500 

     www.svealutheranchurch.org               2023 

  

 
 For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who 
believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life. Indeed, God did not 
send the Son into the world to condemn the world but in order that the world might be 
saved through him.  
John 3:16-17 
 

We hear these familiar verses on March 5 as our Gospel reading, and it’s a most appropriate 

reminder about our Lenten purpose, because Lent is a time to reflect on what our faith 

means for our daily lives. 

 

Jesus reminds us in these verses that God loves not only us, God loves the whole world. The 

emphasis of this love is for our collective salvation or benefit, a gift we’re meant to enjoy in 

this life as much as the next. When you and I deeply reflect on the promise that this love is-

n’t exclusive, we are changed.  

 

We judge others less and become more patient with those with whom we disagree. We 

speak with greater kindness to others, even seeking out opportunities to do so. We become 

more generous with those in need and even allow others to be generous with us.  

 

God’s love is for the world, and so it comes to each one of us individually, to transform us to 

live this good news. And God’s love is for the world, and so it comes to us collectively that 

none would be excluded. May God’s love in Christ find us all this Lent, that we would be in-

struments of this amazing love. Amen. 

 

Pastor David Severtson 
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   Services at Svea 

Maundy Thursday  April 6, 7:00pm 

Good Friday  April 7, Noon 

Easter Sunday  April 9, 10:30am 

 

 

Living as Saints – Lent 2023 

 (At Calvary) 

Lent is a time of renewal. Join us Wednesday evenings as we remember that we are baptized into 
Christ’s death and resurrection and reborn saints, beloved children of God. We’ll hear from various 
speakers about their lives as saints. Our weekly themes will be: 

·        Feb.22 – Marked with the Cross 

·        Mar.1 – Inheritance of Faith - Karen Schueler (Svea) 

·        Mar.8 – Perseverance with Endurance - Dr. Jeff Holm 

·        Mar.15 – Faithful in Prayer - Joan Hanson 

·        Mar.22 – Striving for Justice - Briana Broberg 

·        Mar.29 – Dying and Rising with Christ. - Thomas Bonnema 

A free-will offering meal of soup and sandwiches will be served at 5:15. Then, worship with Holden 
Evening Prayer will be held at 6:15.   

Who are we, and what do we have to offer? 

We are looking for volunteers to help create a Site Assessment Profile for Svea Lutheran 

Church. This is required/requested by Calvary Lutheran Church, as they are in the call pro-

cess. Calvary has completed their own Site Assessment Profile. Pastor Ingrid and Pastor Naomi helped us 

with ideas this past year. Those ideas have been gathered and will be available for the committee to use. 

We will also be working with a member of the synod to help us complete the site profile. The site assess-

ment profile for Svea will communicate who we are and what Svea Lutheran has to offer. If you are inter-

ested in being on the committee please speak to Christy Swanson or Dianne Johnson. A meeting is sched-

uled for March 2, 7:00pm 
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MARCH WORSHIP ASSISTANTS 
Communion will be the first and second Sundays of each month.  
Contemporary Service  Kari Stadem and Gatewood Family, Accompanist  
Traditional Service  Megan Gilles, Organist 
Communion Assistant: Brent Landin 
Visual Arts:  Kristi Gatewood and Stacey Vlaminck 
Ushers: Doug Johnson and Mike Lindblad 
 
  ASSISTANT MINISTER   LECTORS     Tellers 
Mar   5  Gene Gatewood            Lois Nelson               4 
Mar 12  Karen Schueler    Sherman Schueler        5   
Mar 19  Jordan Gatewood   Doug Johnson         6 
Mar 26  Holli Hopp    Louise Swenson         1 
           
   
       Screen     Sound 
Mar  5  Brian Gorans           Tracy Gorans      
Mar 12              Scott Johnson    
Mar 19  Jake Vlaminck                   Ben Johnson 
Mar 26              Kim Gorans 

 

Pastors for March Worship  
Mar 5  Pr. Dean Johnson 
Mar 12  Pr. David Severtson 
Mar 19  Pr. Ingrid Skilbred 
Mar 26  Pr. Dean Johnson 
 

Office hours:  

Monday: 10 am to 2:00 pm 

Thursday 10:00 am—12:00 pm (Hours vary on 

 Thursdays) 

Pastor’s office hours: 

Monday:  11:00 am—2:00 pm 

BIBLE STUDIES 
Ladies’ Bible Study 
 will meet on March 7 at 1:30pm at Delphie Swenson home. 
 Please bring a treat to share. All ladies are welcome. 
 
Lutheran Men in Mission 
LMM meets on Thursday mornings at 6:30 am. Breakfast is served followed by a Bible study. 
All men are welcome. 

Noisy Offering will be the second or third Sunday of each month during the closing song. 
Sunday School children will go into the congregation with tin buckets to collect your spare 
change.  The noisy offering will be designated for a need determined by the Sunday 
School.  Thank you for your participation! 

Congratulations to Liz and Ben Barnes on the arrival of their new little Girl. Quinn Iva Dell was 
born on February 7, 2023. Proud Grandparents are Kim & Patsy Gorans and Jerry & Carrie 
Barnes. Best wishes to the family!! 
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Family Promise News 

 

Thank you to everyone who helped out during our first 2023 hosting week February 

12-18. 

We provided meals for 3 family units consisting of  1 mom with 4 children, 1 dad with 4 children, and 1 mom 
with 3 children. 

 

Our next week for hosting is April 2-8. This is coming up very quickly!  

I will start taking sign ups for meals on March 12.   

 

Family Promise is in transition. A building in Willmar has been leased that will allow Family Promise to serve 
more families at one time. With this new building comes a change in how we will continue to serve our guest 
families.  Ever since COVID-19 we have not housed our guests at church overnight. That will part will contin-
ue.  With the new building our guest families will now have bedrooms with bathrooms to stay in. During the 
day, if the parents are not working, they will continue to use the Day Center at the First Presbyterian Church.  
Host churches will  provide evening meals each day (not just 3 times during the week) Once again we will  be 
able serve the meals in person and spend a few hours with the families in the dining/family room area of 
the new building. The starting date for this change is not set yet, but should be just a month or two away. 

 

2023 Lenten Personal Care Kit Collection Drive  

Donate items for Lutheran World Relief Personal Care Kits to help people 
in need. 

This Lent our congregation is once again taking part in LWR’s Personal Care Kit appeal. Our goal 
is to collect enough supplies and funds to make at least 125 Personal Care Kits that help impover-
ished people around the world stay healthy in life’s most challenging situations. Last year, with the 
help of our local Girl Scouts, we collected enough to make and ship 141 kits! 

Each kit contains: 

1 light weight bath towel (dark colors are best- Maximum size 52” x 27”) 

2 bars of soap (any brand 4 to 5 oz. in original wrapping) 

1 sturdy comb 

1 metal nail clipper (either with or without a nail file) 

1 adult size toothbrush (in original packaging) . 

If you would rather donate money instead of directly purchasing items, that works, too! We will purchase 
items for you to make up the kits.  Just mark your donation for Personal Care Kits. 

If you have any questions, please contact [Karen Schueler at 995-6568 or 320-894-4566 or by email at 
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March is Food Share Month 

 

The Kandiyohi County Food Shelf has been used more than ever during this last year. 
Please consider  donating non-perishable food items or money to this worthy cause for 
people in our area who need assistance in providing enough food for their families.  

 

Through networked buying services, the Food Shelf is able to multiply the buying power of each dollar 
they receive by 10, so that is a great way for you to increase your giving power.  

 

Please bring your donations to church by March 26.  Thank you!! 

From the Church Library 

Hollywood feels like a million miles from Haven, and naïve Abra quickly learns 

what’s expected of an ambitious girl with stars in her eyes. But fame comes at a 

devastating price. She has burned every bridge to get exactly what she though 

she wanted. Now all she wants is a way back home. 

 

Read by Deb Portinga     — USA Today Review 
  (“very good book”) 
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MURDER ON MAUI 

The cast of Murder on Maui 

“Book em Danno” 
“Tiny 
Bubbles” 

“Who dunnit”? 

“You wanna fight??” 
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Director, Linda Roelofs 
Just some of the kitchen help 

“I’m as honest 
as the day Is long”. 

“Harold, Harold, I’m 
talking to you”. Don’t 
walk away from me!” 

“Woo-Do Woodoo 
You Do”” 

Mud wrestling 

“Aloha” Ben helping out the bartenders 

Mr. Red, the limousine driver 

“I did it for you, Harold” 



8 



9 

Mission Coffee Time 
Come and join in some fellowship with 
coffee and treats before worship each 
Sunday at 10:00.  
 
The sign-up sheet to volunteer to bring treats and fix 
coffee for March– June is available where coffee is served 
in the fellowship hall.  

“Christ in our Home” devotional 
booklets –(April-June) are now avail-
able for pick-up in the Narthex. 

Thank you to just some of our volunteers this 

month.  

-Anyone that helped in snow removal.  

-Kathy Lindblad for cleaning the kitchen cup-

boards. 

Looking for any cool whip containers 

or of similar size for the church kitch-

en. 
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SVEA LUTHERAN CHURCH CALENDAR      

MARCH 2023 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
 
 

  
 

1   
 
6:15pm Len-
ten Service at 
Calvary; 
 meal 5:15pm 
 

2  
6:30am  LMM 
 
7:00pm Site 
meeting 
7:30pm Church 
Council 

3 
 

4 

5  
9:45 Sunday 
School 
10:00am 
Coffee 
11:00am Praise 

6 7 
1:30pm 
Ladies Bible 
Study 

8   
 
6:15pm Len-
ten Service at 
Calvary; 
 meal 5:15pm 
 

9 
6:30am LMM 
3:45pm Wor-
ship/Music mtg 
 
8:00 pm SFE 

10 

 

11 

12 
  9:45am Sunday 
School 
10:00am 
Coffee/Memorial 
mtg 
11:00am ELW 
 

13 

 

 

 
 

14 

 

 

 
 

15   
 
6:15pm Len-
ten Service at 
Calvary; 
meal 5:15pm 
 
 

16 
6:30am LMM 
 
7:30pm 
Council 
 
 

17 
 
 
 
Blomkest FD 
Fish Fry 
5-8pm 

18 
 
 
 
Blomkest FD 
Fish Fry 
11am-1pm 

19 
9:45 Sunday 
School 
10:00am 
Coffee 
11:00am Praise 
1230pm  

20 
 
 

21 
 
 
 
 

22   
 
6:15pm Len-
ten Service at 
Calvary; 
 meal 5:15pm 

23  
6:30am            
LMM 

 
 

24 
 
 
 
 

25 

26    9:45am Sun-
day School 
10:00am 
Coffee 
11:00am ELW 
Worship 

27 
 

28 
 
 
 
Reminder 
articles due 

29  
 
6:15pm Len-
ten Service at 
Calvary; 
 meal 5:15pm 
  
 

30 
 

31  
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REMIINDER 

 MARCH 2023 

SVEA LUTHERAN CHURCH 

12651 15TH ST SE 

SVEA MN 56216 

MARCH BIRTHDAYS 

 

3. Emma Skoglund 

4. Debra Tonsfeldt 

5. Marlene Christianson  

8. Jennifer Jacobson 

9. Andrea Jacobson 

Angela Lindblad 

10. Jennifer Lothert 

11. Kaitlyn Lindblad 

14.  Roy Christianson 

Jerome Jacobson 

Cora Lindblad 

Garrett Swenson 

16. Nicholas Lothert 

17. Lyle Portinga 

  

 

 

 

 

18. Ben Vlaminck 

       Madelyn Swierenga 

19.  Linda Roelofs        

23.  Zachary Mohr 

26. David Stadem 

 Tara Sickels 

27. Benjamin Johnson 

29. Kari Eckhoff 

Jacob Vlaminck 

30. Andrew Dahl 

Andrew Stadem 

31. Sarah Nelson 

Warren Matson 

 Debra Portinga 


