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John 8:31-36  

This passage is read each year in Lutheran churches on Reformation Sunday as a foundational Scripture for 

true freedom.  

Prior to this passage, a woman is caught in adultery and brought to Jesus to test him. Jesus does not ad-

here strictly to the law, which in Leviticus 20:10 states, “both the adulterer and the adulteress must be put 

to death…their blood will be on their own heads.” He does not overturn the law either. He adds a twist on 

it by suggesting that not only whoever witnessed the sin, but also whoever was without sin could throw 

the first stone. Those wishing to catch Jesus and stone the woman walked away, one by one. And Jesus 

said, “Neither do I condemn you.”  

Now, in verse 31, we are told there were Jews who “had believed in him.” Perhaps when they saw how Je-

sus treated the woman caught in adultery, they decided not to believe in him. If they couldn’t punish the 

wrongdoers unless they were perfect, why would they follow him? Then they really felt attacked when Je-

sus suggested they were not free. “What do you mean we’re not free? We are descendants of Abraham…” 

Jesus had given those who desired to live by the strict Mosaic law the opportunity to stone the woman if 

they had no sin. By dropping the stones and walking away, they were admitting they were sinners – just 

like the adulterous woman. And now, in this key Reformation passage, Jesus alluded back to their admis-

sion by saying, “Everyone who commits sin is a slave to sin…” All of us who believe that our salvation or our 

good standing with God comes from our heritage, and the good laws that heritage is tied to, are going to 

remain slaves to sin.  

On our recent vacation we visited Sleepy Hollow, made famous by Washington Irving’s Headless Horseman 

– and we saw a number of tourists dressed in Halloween garb. Apparently this historic cemetery’s busiest 

month is October. But it is a private cemetery filled with gravestones from the mid-1700’s to today. From 

the inscriptions on the headstones, it was obvious that some individuals (and families, buried together) had 

their hopes pinned to a good life or some sort of fairness (“I’m as good as the next person…”). But others 

pointed right to this Reformation passage.   

Here is the Reformation truth: “If the Son makes you free, you will be free indeed.” This is why Martin Lu-

ther took his stand, and what our church should stand for too. Our freedom comes from the Son of God, 

Jesus Christ our Lord. Let’s not put our hope for eternity - or for a good life now - in anything else except 

Jesus.  

Lord, we need You. You are our hope, our freedom and our salvation.  Amen.  

By Pete Stadem  
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Svea Evangelical Lutheran Church  

Council Minutes – October 21, 2021 

 

Present: Josh Larson, President, Louise Swenson, Secretary, Kristi Gatewood, Lois Nelson, Linda Roelofs 
and Brian Gorans, Rev. Dean E. Johnson  

Absent: Dianne Johnson, Jacob Flannigan 

Devotions by Lois Nelson  

 

September 16, 2021 Council Minutes approved. 

Copies of the Agreement with Calvary Lutheran Church, Willmar, MN are available in the Narthex, from 
every council member and at the church office.  

Everyone is invited to the November 18, 2021 Council Meeting at 7:30 pm to meet with representatives of 
Calvary Lutheran Church Willmar, MN to answer questions and/or concerns in regard to the Agreement 
that expires December 31, 2021.  Svea Church Council will make the decision at the regular December 16, 
2021 meeting whether to extend the Agreement for a length of time yet to be determined. 

Rev. Dean E. Johnson presented a few council considerations that Calvary needed clarification and status 
of any issues going forward. All issues were positive and informative for both congregation’s leadership. 

 

Committees: 

Financial Statement - An initial 2022 budget and September financials were reviewed. 

Parish Education –  

1. Sunday School is successful with teachers and students very pleased.  

2. Lois Nelson will lead youth who do not have “Sunday School”. They are the Confirmands 5th – 9th grade. 
Watch for unique activities.  

3. Youth Christmas Program is being planned and will be presented during regular Sunday worship hour 
December 19, 2021. 

Property –Electrician installed LED lights in the new addition, repaired switches and lighting in the organ 
pipe room. They will be asked to improve kitchen and elevator lighting. Third floor will be addressed 
and additional switches tested. 

 

No reports from Worship/Music, Global Missions, Library, Scholarship, Memorial  

Tabled: Council member’s visits to congregation membership. 

Christmas Party for Seniors is being planned. Thrivent dollars and undesignated memorial money are con-
sidered to fund the event.  

Motion made and passed to adjourn followed by the Lord’s Prayer. 
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14 Above all, clothe yourselves with love, which binds everything together in perfect harmony. 15 And let the 
peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in the one body. And be thankful. 16 Let 
the word of Christ dwell in you richly; teach and admonish one another in all wisdom; and with gratitude in 
your hearts sing psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs to God.       
   Colossians 3:14-16  

 

Be thankful.   The bible implores us time and time again to be thankful to God.  Thanksgiving Day is coming 
up at the end of the month, but thanksgiving, or gratitude is not something that should be saved for just 
one day a year.  In fact, science confirms that it is good for us to be grateful and that gratitude practices are 
helpful to incorporate into our daily lives. 

 

Different research shows that our physical and mental well-being increase as we work at being more grate-
ful people.  If you really want to know more about this research you can google, “the science of gratitude” 
to learn more.  I think this just shows how marvelously God created us; that our brain actually responds pos-
itively to practices of gratitude!   

 

At any rate, we know that it is good to be grateful and that God invites us to be grateful, so let’s respond 
joyfully!  All of us individually and Svea Church collectively, have much for which to be grateful.  I’ll share a 
few thoughts I have. 

 

I am grateful for the sense of community and family that is such a part of Svea church.  For some of you this 
may have been rocked a bit in the last year, but there are still deep connections and care that make a strong 
foundation to build on. 

 

I am grateful for the partnership between Calvary and Svea.  I think there is much we can learn from each 
other and ministry to share.  I love the extra energy even a few more kids bring to confirmation at Calvary 
on Wednesday nights when we come together! 

 

I am grateful for Svea church’s commitment to the Good News of Christ shown in the way you worship to-
gether and prioritize mission and service to the greater community. 

 

Good gratitude practices celebrate accomplishments, focus on what we have rather that what we don’t 
have, appreciate people for who they are and emphasize kindness and giving.  I invite you to find even small 
ways to do this every day!  After all, it’s good for us and it is what God deserves! 

I am thankful for you! 

Pastor Naomi Mahler 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Colossians+3&version=NRSV
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NOVEMBER  WORSHIP ASSISTANTS 

PULPIT SUPPLY:  The schedule of participating persons may vary from week to week depending on the indi-
vidual’s availability. Communion will be the first and second Sundays of each month.  

Contemporary Service  Kari Stadem, Accompanist  

Traditional Service  Megan Gilles, Organist 

VISUAL ARTS:  Trudy Gorans and Christy Swanson 

USHERS: Bruce Nelson and Gary Nelson 

COMMUNION ASSISTANT: Louise Swenson 

 

   ASSISTANT MINISTER        LECTOR   Tellers 

November 7  Karen Schueler   Arianna Gilles      4 

November 14  Jordan Gatewood   Doug Johnson      5  

November 21  Louise Swenson   Sherman Schueler     6 

November 24              TBD      

November 28  Jordan Gatewood   Lois Nelson      1 

   

       Screen     Sound 

November 7       Jake Vlaminck 

November 14  Jake Vlaminck    Brian Gorans    

November 21       Kim Gorans 

November 24       Brian Gorans    

November 28  Scott Johnson    Kim Gorans     

         

Looking for Lectors 
If you would be interested in reading on Sunday morn-
ing services, please let Deb in the office know. Your help 
is very much appreciate! 

Dear Svea Church Family, 

I want to thank you for all your prayers 

for both Ron and I. 

Svea has the best cooks and it was very much 

appreciated in our time of need. 

Still going through tests and waiting for results. 

We are thankful for each day. 

Again our many, many thanks! God bless each 

and everyone and our love to 

all! 

Marlene & Ron Erickson. 

A little church humor 
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Office hours:  

Monday 10:00 a.m.—3:00 p.m. 

Thursday 10:00 a.m.—12:00 p.m. 

 

Pastor  Ingrid’s office hours: 

Monday: 10:00 a.m.—2:00 p.m. 

Pastors for November 
 

Nov 7  Pr. Naomi Mahler 
Nov 14 Pr. Ingrid Skilbred 
Nov 21 Pr. Dean Johnson 
Nov 24 Pr. David Severtson 
Nov 28 TBD 
 

Check out the bulletin board in the Narthex for upcoming 

 church bazaars and suppers in your community. 

Available in the Narthex 

Copies of Calvary cooperative agreement with Svea Church are available in the Narthex 

 for your review. 

Also, the Fall seasonal  “Christ in our Home” booklets are available for devotional reading.  

You are invited!  Church Council Forum November 18th 7:30 pm meeting! 

 

Your Svea Church Council and representatives from Calvary Lutheran Willmar MN encourage you to 

attend the regular November Forum meeting.  

At that time, open discussion will be held in regard to the Agreement with Calvary Lutheran who pro-

vides a style of “Internship” for all pastoral care for our Svea Congregation.  

The Agreement is available for your review in the Narthex, from every council member, church office 

and the evening of the Forum.  

The council meeting December 18, 2021 will determine whether to continue an Agreement for yet to 

be determined length of time. Council members want our congregation to express their approval and/

or clarify any issues. Guidance in regard to length of time to extend/not extend   Agreement is encour-

aged.  

So please consider making your voices heard by attending the Forum—coffee will be served! 

Thank you, 

Svea Church Council members 
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Friends and  Faith  is a wonderful 

opportunity for you to get to know 

our vibrant Svea youth, and share in 

fun, faith-filled experiences. Friends 

in Faith is a time to pray for each 

other, on your own or together. 

Send birthday cards and/or cards of 

encouragement through out the 

year. Call them just to chat. Take a 

few minutes to visit with them be-

fore and after Services. There will 

be opportunities for you to get to 

know your Friend's in Faith as well 

as share some of your own faith life 

with them. Friends in Faith events 

will be planned, within all the 

guidelines this year during Covid 

restriction. This program is for all of 

our youth from Pre-school to Sr. 

High. 

Getting serious Planning my design 

Taste testing the frosting 

Good Job! Nice big smile 

How many cookies can I have? 
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Fun 

for all 

ages 

The final project 

FRIENDS IN FAITH 

October Event 

Kids and adults had a fun 

time carving pumpkins, doing 

crafts, frosting cookies and 

playing games. A delicious 

taco bag dinner was served 

after Sunday services. Thanks 

to all that helped in so many 

ways! 

Putting on the eyes 

Taking out the seeds 

Scary 

Frosting my own cookie 
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Family Promise News 

Our final Host week for 2021 starts the Sunday after Thanksgiving, November 28 and goes through Satur-
day, December 4. We will begin volunteer sign ups on Sunday, November 7th   Family Promise continues 
to follow its Covid 19 plan through January,2022, so once again we are only responsible to provide the 
evening meal and deliver it to the Day Center at the Presbyterian Church in Willmar.  

 Remember you can sign up to volunteer at church on Sundays, on our website at svealutheranchurch.org, 
or by calling Karen Schueler at 995-6568 or 320-894-4566. 

Thank you so very much for any help you can give. 

Karen Schueler, FP coordinator 

 

Sunday Morning Mission Coffee Hour 

Please head down to the fellowship hall after worship on Sundays, have a cup of coffee and a 
treat, and take the opportunity to visit with your neighbors.  

If you would like to serve coffee and bring treats, there is a signup sheet available where the 
coffee is served.  

 

Global Mission Committee  

On September 30th donations totaling $2,000.00 were sent to the following: 

 $500 to the Blomkest Baptist Church for the Summer Schmitz Memorial Fund 

 $750.00 to LIRS for helping refugees from Afghanistan 

 $750.00 to LWR for aid in Haiti 
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Also, monetary donations for the Schmitz family may be mailed to: 

Blomkest Baptist Church 

PO Box 156, Blomkest MN 56216 

Make Checks payable to Blomkest Baptist Church Summer Schmitz Memorial 
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SVEA LUTHERAN CHURCH CALENDAR    

 NOVEMBER 2021 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

Oct 31 
9 am Sunday 
School 
10:15 am 
Praise Worship 
 

1 

 

2 

8 pm Wor-
ship/Music/
Mtg 
 

3 
6:30 am 
LMM/Bible 
Study/Bkfst 
6:00 pm 
Confirmation 

4 
1:30 pm 
Circle at Trudy 
Gorans 

5 6 

7 
9 am Sunday 
School 
10:15 am 
ELW Worship 
Communion 
 

8 9 10 
6:30 am 
LMM/Bible 
Study/Bkfst 
6:00 pm 
Confirmation 

11 
 
 
 
 
 
8:00 pm SFE  
 

12 13    11 am-
2 pm Benefit 
for Schmitz 
family at 
Blomkest 
Comm Ctr 

14 
9 am Sunday 
School 
10:15 am 
Praise Worship 
Communion 

15 16 17 
6:30 am 
LMM/Bible 
Study/Bkfst 
6:00 pm 
Confirmation 

18 
 
7:30 pm 
Church Coun-
cil & Congre-
gational forum 

19 20 

21 
9 am Sunday 
School 
10:15 am 
ELW Worship 

22 23 

 

Reminder 
articles 
due 

24   6:30 am 
LMM/Bible 
Study/Bkfst 
NO Confirm 
7 pm Thanks-
giving service 

25 26 27 

28 
9 am Sunday 
School 
10:15 am 
Praise Worship 
 
Family Promise 

29 
 
 
 
 
Family Promise 

30 
 
 
 
 
Family Promise 

Dec  1 
6:30 am 
LMM/Bible 
Study/Bkfst 
6:00 pm 
Confirmation 
Family Promise 

Dec 2 
 
 
 
 
 
Family Promise 

Dec 3 
 
 
 
 
Family Promise 

Dec 4 
 
 
 
 
Family Promise 

       



12 

REMIINDER 

NOVEMBER 2021 

SVEA LUTHERAN CHURCH 

12651 15TH ST SE 

SVEA MN 56216 

NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

 

1. Frank W. Christianson 

Cameron Swenson 

2. Christopher Gorans 

3. Cori Thompson 

4. Bonnie Swenson 

6. Joseph Tonsfeldt 

7. Christy Swanson 

Melinda Swierenga 

8. David Chambers 

10.   Patricia Flannigan 

11. Joel Stadem 

Daniel Stadem 

 Luke Freed 

13. Byron Feifarek 

 Wesley Daniel Thompson 

 

 

 

 

14.  Rodney Anderson 

Lois Erickson 

16. Sarah Leshuk 

Patrick Knake 

17. Reid Christianson 

 Jamie Thorson 

21. Amber Oslund 

22. Marcia Solbrack 

24. Zachary DeGraw 

25. Judy Larson 

 Brantley Thorson 

26. Emily Carlson 

27. Peter Swenson 

  


