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On September 19, I shared a message about Jesus turning the world upside down. Here’s what I left out for the sake of time:  

Another way that Jesus turned the world upside down was by saying, “Whoever welcomes a little child in My name wel-

comes Me; and whoever welcomes Me welcomes the One who sent Me.” (Mark 9:37) We come from a culture that has been 

listening to the words of Jesus for centuries, so this doesn’t strike us as strange. But to the first century disciples, it most cer-

tainly would have. Children were important, yes, especially to the Jews, but their primary importance was that they could 

grow up, have more children and propagate the Jewish people. And in fact, in the very next chapter (which we will read in 

church this Sunday, October 3), Mark records the disciples’ reaction when they next had an opportunity to welcome little 

children in Jesus’ name:  

People were bringing little children to him in order that he might touch them; and the disciples spoke sternly to them. But 

when Jesus saw this, he was indignant and said to them, "Let the little children come to me; do not stop them; for it is to 

such as these that the kingdom of God belongs.” (Mark 10:13-14) Again Jesus turns the disciples’ world upside down.  

A couple of years ago, “Jolene” was sitting in the waiting room of an abortion clinic in Fargo where she had an appointment. 

Her boyfriend was on his way back to jail, after making it clear that he would not support his child or her if she kept it. Sud-

denly she heard a voice in her head: “You have to get out of here.” She did.   

Meanwhile, “Marie” (a friend of friends of ours) was mourning. Marie and her husband, “Ethan,” had been trying for several 

years to have a child. They had rejoiced greatly when she finally got pregnant and eagerly looked forward to the arrival of 

their little one around Christmas time. But in August, at 14 weeks, Marie went into premature labor and lost her baby boy. 

Their grief was as great as their rejoicing had been. They were heartbroken.  

Through a series of semi-miraculous “coincidences,” Jolene met Marie and Ethan and decided she wanted them to raise her 

baby. And in August 2019, almost exactly a year after the miscarriage, Marie and Ethan brought Jolene’s little baby girl home 

from the hospital. Today she is a happy and healthy toddler whose parents are eternally grateful for Jolene’s change of 

heart.  

Marie and Ethan welcomed that little girl in Jesus’ name. So did Jolene, who chose to give her child the gift of life and the gift 

of two parents in a stable home.  

When Jesus told us that welcoming little children in His name was the same as welcoming Him, He wasn’t only talking about 

young people, but also about anyone who is powerless, voiceless or helpless. Back in 1973, Svea Lutheran Church welcomed 

Tho and Thi Nguyen from Vietnam after they fled the war-torn country as American troops left. In Jesus’ name, our congrega-

tion found housing and a job for them, and helped them assimilate to America. A few years ago, the whole family came to 

Svea from Texas, where they now live, and expressed their gratitude. I think we’d all agree that we received as much from 

them as they did from us. That’s what Jesus was talking about.  

Today, thousands of refugees are taking shelter in the US after American troops left Afghanistan and the Taliban has taken it 

over. Pete and I have heard that there might be an opportunity for Svea to take part in welcoming some of these precious 

people in Jesus’ name, and we’re confident that He would approve and give us strength and resources to do His work.  

Whether welcoming the powerless, humbling ourselves (James 4:10), loving our enemies (Matt. 5:44) or giving thanks in all 

circumstances (1 Thess. 5:18), Jesus’ way turns the world upside down. Thanks be to God!  

Kari Stadem  
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Svea Evangelical Lutheran Church  

Council Minutes – September 16, 2021 

Present: Josh Larson, President, Louise Swenson, Secretary, Kristi Gatewood, Lois Nelson 

Absent:  Linda Roelofs, Brian Gorans, Dianne Johnson, Jacob Flannigan 

 

Devotions was based on our “trust” that remains steadfast with God who never changes.  

 

August 18, 2021 Council Minutes approved. 

Pastor Dean E. Johnson presented copies for signature for Agreement to provide Pastoral Services 

Svea Lutheran Church of Svea and Calvary Lutheran Church of Willmar. A motion to sign this 

Agreement was made and seconded. Roll call for verbal vote was held. Note: Council members 

not in attendance had verbally stated to President Larson their approval to sign the Agreement. 

The vote was unanimous. President Larson signed the Agreement. 

 

Copies of the Agreement are available from every council member and at the church office.  

 

Consensus that the replacement for John Christianson would be vacant as there are only three 

months remaining for 2021. 

 

Committees: 

Financial Statement - An initial 2022 budget and August financials were reviewed. 

Parish Education – Svea will be using Calvary Lutheran curriculum. Sunday School will begin 

9:00 am Sunday September 19, 2021. Confirmation classes will be taught by Calvary pastors 

at Calvary Lutheran Church with Svea and Calvary youth.  

Property – Parsonage weeds are sprayed. Electrician installing more lighting in the organ pipe 

room, repair a switch and replace all lights in the new addition with LED lighting is sched-

uled soon. 

No reports from Global Missions, Library 

 

Council members did not select names of members due to other business and few council mem-

bers in attendance. This visit is meant to encourage a return to worship.  

 

September pulpit supply from Calvary Lutheran will begin Sunday, September 26, 2021. 

 

Motion made and passed to adjourn followed by the Lord’s Prayer. 
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We will continue to monitor the state’s safe gathering guidelines and will 
post our protocol updates on the synod’s website as needed. 

Children are invited to participate in processions-please see the RSVP. 

Livestream will be hosted on the synod’s website for those not able to attend 
in person.  
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OCTOBER  WORSHIP ASSISTANTS 

PULPIT SUPPLY:  The schedule of participating persons may vary from week to week depending on the indi-
vidual’s availability. Communion will be the first and second Sundays of each month.  

Contemporary Service  Kari Stadem, Accompanist  

Traditional Service  Megan Gilles, Organist 

VISUAL ARTS:  Trudy Gorans and Christy Swanson 

USHERS: Matt Erickson and Josh Larson 

COMMUNION ASSISTANT: Josh Larson 

 

   ASSISTANT MINISTER         LECTOR 

October 3  Gene Gatewood    TBD    

October 10  Louise Swenson    Doug Johnson    

October 17  Jordan Gatewood    Karen Schueler                

October 24  Holli Hopp     Deb Portinga 

October 31  Gene Gatewood    Lois Nelson 

   

       Screen      Sound 

October 3  Brian Gorans     Kim Gorans 

October 10        Scott Johnson    

October 17  Scott Johnson     Jake Vlaminck     

October 24        Kim Gorans     

October 31  Jake Vlaminck     Brian Gorans    

      

 

Looking for Lectors 
If you would be interested in reading on Sunday morn-
ing services, please let Deb in the office know. Your help 
is very much appreciate! 
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Office hours:  

Monday 10:00 a.m.—3:00 p.m. 

Thursday 10:00 a.m.—12:00 p.m. 

 

Pastor office hours: 

Monday: 10:00 a.m.—2:00 p.m. 

Pastors for October 
 

Oct 3  Pr. David Severtson 
Oct 10 Pr. Ingrid Skilbred 
Oct 17 Pr. Naomi Mahler 
Oct 24 Pr. Dean Johnson 
Oct 31 Pr. David Severtson 
 

Would you like to learn how to make Ostkaka? 

 

Ostkaka, "ost" meaning "cheese" and "kaka" meaning "cake" in Swedish, also known as Swedish cheese-
cake or Swedish curd cake, is a Swedish dessert that has its roots in two different parts of Sweden, Hälsing-
land and Småland, though there are some differences between ostkaka from Hälsingland and ostkaka from 
Småland. 

There has never been a Christmas that I remember when our family has never eaten Ostkaka for Christmas 
dinner. My grandmother made it, then my mother and now my sister and make it. A very delicious tradition 
that has been passed down.  

Recently, there has been some interest by members that would like to learn how to make it. So, we will be 
offering a class hopefully sometime in November after church services. I will be the instructor. You can sign-
up by calling the church office 995-6500 or Deb at 894-9408. Please respond by October 15th.  

It really isn’t hard to make and is very tasty! 

Deb Portinga 

 

Worship & Music Report – September 28, 2021  

Communication is going well overall.  Deb will put “stand” and “sit” in the bulletin so congregation and pas-

tors know what to do.  

We will introduce a new bluegrass liturgy in late October or early November.  

We recommend to the Council that we do not hold Wednesday Advent services at Svea this year, but that 

we publicize any that are being held in Willmar.  

Deb will report our hymn use to the licensing companies.  

 

Kari Stadem, Chair 

Check out the bulletin board in the Narthex for upcoming area 

 church bazaars and suppers.  
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  Matthew 18:20 For where two or 

three are gathered in my name, there am I among them 

 

Friends and Faith 

Come join us on October 24th after church ser-
vices for a fun time of Pumpkin carving, crafts 

and games. 

Dinner will be provided 

All are welcome 

The church service was under way and they passed the collection plate. When the preacher 

saw a $100.00 bill in the collection plate, he stops the service and announced, "Who ever put 

the $100.00 bill in the plate please stand up".  

An attractive single woman stood up and said, "I did."  

The preacher told her, "Since you put that much money in the plate, I would like to let you 

pick out three hymns." Excitedly, the woman said, "How nice, I'll take him and him and him!" 

A little Church humor 
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Please join us for an open house Bridal Shower honoring Marissa 

Erickson, daughter of the  late David and Julie Erickson. It is on 

Saturday, October 23, 2021 at 1:30 pm in the fellowship hall at 

Svea Lutheran Church.  All our welcome! 

Pictured here is the cast from the play 

“Escanaba in da moonlight”. This play 

was dedicated to Dean Madsen. Dean 

has been in numerous shows at the Barn 

Theatre.  Last Spring, Dean was the 

speaker at our Game feed at Svea. Dean 

passed away from ALS on September 16, 

2021.  Our prayers go out to his family. 

Gene Gatewood (standing in the back) 

was one of the characters in the play.  

 

In the last month the pastor’s office has been cleaned, the Sunday school 

room carpets have been shampooed, the media room was cleaned and or-

ganized, also the 3rd floor was tidied up.   

A big thank you to Kathy Lindblad, Dan & Louise Swenson, Holli Hopp,  Jordan and Kristi  

Gatewood and anyone else that helped with these projects.   
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Sunday School Rally Day 

Sunday School kids are from left to right Bryson, Kylie, Taryn, Henry, Matthew, Benjamin, Levi, 

Blake, Cora, Braiden, Thea & Stella. 
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Being  
crea-
tive 

RALLY SUNDAY 
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SVEA LUTHERAN CHURCH CALENDAR    

 OCTOBER 2021 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

Oct 31   

 

 

  1 2 

3 
9:00 am SCS; 
10:15 am 
ELW Wor-
ship 
11:15 am 
Coffee fellow-

4 5 
 
 

6 
 
 
6 pm 
Confirmation 

7  
6:30 am LMM 
1:30 pm Circle 
at  Deb Port-
ingas 
 

8 9 

10   9:00 am 
SCS; 10:15 
am Praise 
Worship  
11:15 am 
Coffee & Me-
morial Mtg 

11 12 13 
 
 
6 pm 
Confirmation 

14 
6:30 am LMM 

 
8:00 pm 
SFE 

15 16 

17 
9:00 am SCS 
10:15 am 
ELW  Wor-
ship 
11:15 am 
Coffee fellow-
ship 

18 19 20 

 

6 pm 
Confirmation 

21  

6:30 am LMM 

7:30 pm 
Church 
Council 

22 23 

1:30 pm 
Bridal 
Shower/
Marissa 
Erickson 

24 
9:00 am SCS 
10:15 am 
Praise Wor-
ship 
11:15 am 
Coffee fellow-
ship 

25 26 
Reminder 
articles due 

27 
 
 
6 pm 
Confirmation 

28 
6:30 am LMM 

29 30 
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REMIINDER 

OCTOBER 2021 

SVEA LUTHERAN CHURCH 

12651 15TH ST SE 

SVEA MN 56216 

OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS 

 
1. Carly Wenberg 

2. Darla Sowers 

4. Ty Larson 

5. Roger Moran  

6. Violet Newberg 

Donavon Stuhr 

8. Blake Bowen 

9. Jessica Gatewood 

10. Jada Jacobson 

11. Shelly Gatewood 

13. Trent Thompson 

14. Zachary Sowers 

 Gretchen Lindblad 

17. Kyran Cadmus 

 Janet Thompson 

 

 

 

19. Julie Moenkedick  

21. Anne Christianson 

22. Kathleen Lindblad 

24. Stephanie Kardell 

 Jay Lindblad 

26.   Nicole Kowalczyk 

27. Douglas Hopp Jr. 

29.   Chris Pederson 

 Emma Hopp 

30. Patti Schultz 

John Gorans 

Judy Sebring 

Jennifer Lindblad 

Carol Johnson 

31. Stacey Vlaminck 

Amber Schueler 


