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On August 8 I shared a message about forgiveness. Here’s what I left out for the sake of time:  

A wise teacher once told me, “God supernaturally gives grace to people who have been sinned against so 

they can forgive.  It’s really important that you refuse to hold a grudge on behalf of someone else, because God 

doesn’t give that supernatural grace to bystanders.” I’ve seen this in action.  

When Pete and I were struggling with our daughter Michelle and her then boyfriend over whether they 

were meant to be together, John Doe (let’s call him) told us later that he was very upset with us. Fortunately, he 

came to their wedding and saw the beautiful reconciliation.  Otherwise he might still feel bitter whenever he thinks 

of us. What a waste of time and energy, when the Lord gave grace to Michelle and Saul to forgive us! (This is anoth-

er good reason not to listen to gossip; then you won’t hear about these grudge situations)  

When friends of ours went through the same thing with their daughter and her boyfriend, we were on our 

friends’ “side.” But we remembered John Doe and tried to be careful not to hold a grudge against their daughter. 

Now that the young people are getting married, we are thankful that we can freely join our friends in blessing 

them.  

On the other hand, many wrongs have been righted when a person took up a cause on behalf of someone 

else.  The end of slavery; the civil rights era; crisis pregnancy centers, and many other acts of justice were started 

or finished by someone other than the victims. How can we know whether we should pray for the two parties to be 

reconciled, or get involved to bring justice?  

If the offender is continually offending, Isaiah 1:17 counsels, “Learn to do good; seek justice, rebuke the 

oppressor; defend the fatherless, plead for the widow.” Rachael Denhollander was a young gymnast abused by Lar-

ry Nasser, the Team USA gymnastics doctor. She was able to heal and came to a place of forgiveness as an adult 

lawyer, but then discovered that Dr. Nasser had sexually abused dozens of young girls over a period of decades, 

and she suspected he was continuing to do so.  Despite dismissal after dismissal from higher-ups in USA gymnas-

tics, she persevered, collecting information from other victims and finally getting prosecutors to listen. Rachael 

Denhollander took offense on behalf of others, and stopped a terrible wrong from happening to any more young 

girls.  

At Larry Nasser’s sentencing, his victims were allowed to speak. Here’s what Ms. Denhollander said:  

Should you ever reach the point of truly facing what you have done, the guilt will be crushing. And that is 

what makes the gospel of Christ so sweet. Because it extends grace and hope and mercy where none should be 

found. And it will be there for you. I pray you experience the soul crushing weight of guilt so you may someday expe-

rience true repentance and true forgiveness from God, which you need far more than forgiveness from me – though 

I extend that to you as well.   

Another time to take up an offense might be when the offender is not an individual, but an institution of 

some sort, especially one I’m a part of. If the Church, or the school, or the court, or the Legislature is oppressing or 

abusing someone, we all should speak up until it stops.  

But all too often, when we hold a grudge, it’s because of a personal offense that happened long ago, and 

not to us. Especially if the victim or the offender is dead, it is crucial to leave vengeance in the hands of Almighty 

God – “I will repay,” He says (Romans 12:19), and He is so much more capable than we. May we trust Him to make 

things right, and pray for our family, friends and neighbors to experience reconciliation.  

Kari Stadem  
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Svea Evangelical Lutheran Church        Council Minutes – August 19, 2021 

Present: Josh Larson, President, Louise Swenson, Secretary, Kristi Gatewood, Linda Roelofs, Brian Gorans, Dianne 

Johnson.  Absent: Lois Nelson, Jacob Flannigan 

 

July 14, 2021, Council Minutes approved. 

President Larson asked council if they felt that the Southwestern Minnesota Synod Congregational Resource Team 

Interview and Action Report was thoroughly distributed; and, if council heard comments. Council consensus was that 

the distribution was well done and there were very few comments. 

The proposal to provide Svea Lutheran with pulpit supply and certain needs of our congregation was sent to Calvary 

Lutheran, Willmar MN. There will be an opportunity for both councils to negotiate the proposal. 

Communion Assistants for: 

September – Dianne Johnson  October – Josh Larson 

November – Louise Swenson  December – Josh Larson  

 

The possibility of renting out the Parsonage was discussed. Tabled. 

 

President Larson reported that a letter of resignation to council was received from John Christianson. Christy Swan-

son received the next higher vote at the 2021 Annual Meeting. President Larson will contact her for serving out the 

position.  

 

Friends in Faith will assemble health kits August 25, 2021. A light supper will be served at 6:30.  

 

Committees: 

Financial Statement was reviewed. 

Parish Education – Sunday School for 2021-2022. Dianne Johnson was very encouraged that Calvary Lutheran 

Willmar MN is willing to take the lead for the curriculum and provide Svea Lutheran with any and all assis-

tance needed. More communication will be held. There are volunteers for teachers.  

Property – Parsonage weeds will be sprayed. Salt was moved into the garage. Matt Erickson has the garage door 

opener so he can periodically check on the property. Electrician will install more lighting in the organ pipe 

room, repair a switch and replace all lights in the new addition with LED lighting. Discussion about how the 

Parsonage was an asset and a liability. 

Worship/Music– met but there was no new business 

No reports from Global Missions, Library 

 

Member social call: During the September council meeting, Council members will select names of members whom 

they will visit. This visit will share the exciting changes at Svea Lutheran. A Reminder article will inform members 

about pending plans between Svea Lutheran and Calvary Lutheran Willmar MN. 

 

September pulpit supply is being determined as of these minutes. 

 

Motion made and passed to adjourn followed by the Lord’s Prayer. 
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STAY TUNED 

With God’s help, there are exciting changes being considered for our beloved Svea Lutheran.  

Pulpit supply has been gratefully supplied by Pete and Kari Stadem as well as Pr. Dave Dahl from 

Bethel Lutheran Willmar MN. And, Calvary Lutheran Willmar MN has filled in the remaining Sundays.  

Yes, a proposal is before Calvary Lutheran Willmar MN for them to consider how they may offer pulpit supply 

and important support for our membership. Their Pr. Dean Johnson is our Interim contact for hospital visits 

and emergencies. The proposal is for a trial period until 1-1-2022. Should both congregations be comfortable 

with the arrangements, a longer-term contract could be put in place.  

Please pray for the councils who are diligently praying and working for mutual benefit for both congregations. 

With God’s guidance, our congregation will have the assurance of pastoral care without interruption for all 

members--youth, shut-ins, regular worshipers, etc. will benefit!  

Where did this idea come from? Yes, you probably have heard that St. John’s Lutheran, Raymond MN is con-

tracted with Vinje Lutheran Willmar MN for pulpit supply and other support. Their members are very pleased 

with their arrangement and were willing to share their proposal and experience.  

Svea Lutheran has always come through challenges – this one too will make us stronger! All change can be a 

challenge; however, when God is our foremost leader and prayers for guidance are lifted up - every step is 

forward. Svea Lutheran can return to a vibrant congregation who prays and works together in the many crea-

tive ways we have been involved with and creatively do our mission here and wherever the call for need.  

PRAY FOR YOUR SVEA LUTHERAN CHURCH AND HOME.  

Property Committee Meeting August 8, 2021 

Mike Lindblad, Matt Erickson, Dan Swenson, Louise Swenson, Jake Vlaminck, Doug Gorans, Doug 

Johnson and Terry Swenson. 

Mike L. reported that an electrician will repair the switch in the choir loft and improve lighting in 

the organ pipe room that doubles as storage for banners. In addition, to convert lighting to LED, the electri-

cian quoted $50 per light. The committee recommended that all similar lighting be converted.  

There have been different levels of harm in the church i.e. sound control booth, microphones, kitchen, fel-

lowship hall television running, third floor mess, etc. Committee does not want to “lock up” yet; but, try 

some remedial deterrent first.  Notice: The east door will be open 6 am – 1 pm and LOCKED 1 pm to 6 pm. 

The thinking is that youth are using this door as their main entrance. Also, Svea youth will be alerted to 

“spread the word” to stay out of church property.  

Matt E. has a parsonage garage door opener to facilitate monitoring the home. 

Submitted: Louise Swenson 
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SEPTEMBER WORSHIP ASSISTANTS 

PULPIT SUPPLY:  The schedule of participating persons may vary from week to week depending on the in-
dividual’s availability. Communion will be the first and second Sundays of each month.  

Contemporary Service  Kari Stadem, accompanist  

Traditional Service  Megan Gilles, Organist 

VISUAL ARTS:  Trudy Gorans and Christy Swanson 

USHERS: Doug Gorans and Pete Stadem 

 

    

   ASSISTANT MINISTER    LECTOR 

September 5  Jordan Gatewood   Louise Swenson   

September 12  Holli Hopp    Sherman Schueler   

September 19  Gene Gatewood   Deb Portinga                 

September 26  Karen Schueler   Arianna Gilles  

   

       Screen     Sound            TELLERS 

September 5  Brian Gorans    Kim Gorans      1 

September 12       Scott Johnson    2 

September 19  Jake Vlaminck    Kim Gorans    3 

September 26       Scott Johnson    4 

 

Looking for Lectors 
If you would be interested in reading on Sunday morn-
ing services, please let Deb in the office know. Your help 
is very much appreciate! 
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     Sign-up sheets are available in the church office or you may register 

      at www.gllm.org 
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Family Promise News 

Our third host week for 2021 started August 29 and continues through September 4. A big thank you 
goes to all those who have volunteered to supply the weekly meals!   Ka-
ren Schueler, FP coordinator 

 

Sunday Morning Coffee Hour 

It is so nice to be back to enjoying fellowship with coffee and treats Sunday mornings after 
worship!  Thank you to everyone who is volunteering to share treats and serve coffee! 
Our coffees hours are a great way to visit with each other and also to help fund our mission 
donations! 

 If you would like to serve coffee, please sign up to serve on the list in the fellowship hall where you get 
your coffee. Thank you! 
 

Svea made Quilts and Personal Care Kits are on their way! 
Thursday morning (Aug. 26th) 105 Personal Care Kits along with 16 of the quilts that were 
made during the past winter were delivered to the LWR warehouse in St. Paul. These kits 
and quilts will be shipped worldwide to help people in need. In 2020, LWR distributed 71,900 

care kits and 264,585 quilts in 23 countries throughout the world. We are grateful to everyone who do-
nated kits items and prepared the kits and quilts. This is “God’s Work, Our Hands” in Action! 
 

A very special thank you to all the kids and adults who helped assemble the person-
al care kit items that were collected during Lent on Wednesday, August 25th! We had 
a great time and were able to get 105 kits completed in only 30 minutes. We even 
got the kits packed into boxes and ready for shipping. After packing the kits, we had 
pizza and then the kids (along with some of the adults) played kickball and returned 
to the fellowship hall for root beer floats. 
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On Wednesday August 25, Friends in 
Faith meet.  It was a wonderful  night as 
we encouraged each other through faith 
by packing the Mission Care Packages. 
Thanks to Karen and the Mission Com-
mittee for collecting and setting up the 
Mission Care Packages.  Thanks to Josh 
and Jackie for picking up the pizzas, and 
to Kristi for the fun game at the park.  It 
was a great evening of Fellowship and 
fun for all the Friends in Faith.  The next 
event will be in October, please watch 
the Reminder and Bulletin for the date. 

Lois Nelson 

Personal Care Kits & Friends in Faith 
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Helping Violet Newberg celebrate her soon to be 100th 
birthday are her children. Left to right is Gary, Marikay and 
Loren. Violet’s birthday is October 6th. May God bless you 
on your birthday and always. 

Please remember our elderly in your prayers: 

Bethesda Grand - 901 Willmar Ave SE, Willmar, 

MN   56201 

• Lillian Eastlund 

• Lucille Johnson 

• Violet Newberg 

• Doris Olson 

• Eleanor Swenson 

  

Copperleaf Senior Living - 1550 1st St. N, Willmar, 

MN 56201 

• Lois Erickson 

 

Prairie Meadows- 800 5th Ave NW, Kasson MN 

55944 

• Emma Skoglund 

 ****   Thank You!!   **** 

The family of Leroy Larson would like 

to thank everyone who came out to 

help Leroy celebrate his 98th birth-

day. It was a great day with approxi-

mately 80 friends and relatives that 

helped him celebrate. God’s blessing 

to Leroy.  

One of our own from Svea, Gene Gatewood, will be 
staring in the barn theater play, Escanaba In Da Moon-
light.  Tickets are now on sale.  Congratulations Gene! St. Johns Lutheran Church’s , Pennock, 

AUTUMN BAZAAAR, September 18th. 
10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.   
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SVEA LUTHERAN CHURCH CALENDAR    

 SEPTEMBER 2021 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   

 

 

1 
 
 
 
 
Family Promise 

2 

 

 

Family Promise 

3 

 

 

Family Promise 

4 

 

 

Family Prom-

5 
 
10:15 a.m. 
Praise Service 

6 

 

 

7 8 9 
1:30 Patience 
Circle at Mari-
kay’s cabin 
 
8:00 p.m. SFE 

10 11 

12 
10:15 a.m. 
ELW Service 

13 14 15  

 

7:30 p.m. 
Church Council 

17 18 

19 
 
10:15 a.m. 
Praise Service 

20 
 
 
 
 

21 22 

 

 

 

23 24 25 

26 
10:15 a.m. 
ELW Service 

27 
 
 
 
Articles due 

28 29 30   
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REMIINDER 

SEPTEMBER 2021 

SVEA LUTHERAN CHURCH 

12651 15TH ST SE 

SVEA MN 56216 

SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

1. Carter Christopher 

         Kaylee Vlaminck 

2.      Ana Palmquist 

3. Lucy Brink 

 Max Brink 

4. James Gorans 

5. Douglas Johnson 

6. Deborah Johnson 

 Cameron Behrends 

8. Tristan Swenson 

 Peter Johnson 

9. Matthew Gorans 

        Brooklyn Lindblad 

10. Carleton Larson 

11.  Calmon Peterson 

12. Marc Gorans 

Tiffany Rustad 

 

15. Sandra Landin 

        Leia Todd 

16.  Joshua Gravley 

       David Erickson 

17. Kari Stadem 

20. Karen Schueler 

22. Brian Gorans 

Peggy Dahl 

24. Leroy Hinther 

26. Delphia Swenson 

27. Patty Thompson 

 Ethan Swierenga 

29. Wendell Dahl 

30.     Laura DeWenter 

Keith Oslund 

Araya Palmquist 


